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CHRIST 
IN 
CONFUSION 


by D. A. Holt 


“God is not a God of confusion but of peace.” 
1 Cor. 14:33 


Confusion is a state of ‘“‘being.” 

It is how you feel about a situation. 

Confusion is like being in a strange dark room 
without a light—with blindfold—and ear muffs! 

Confusion is a jig-saw puzzle first dumped out 
on a table! ; 

Confusion is a fumbled ball on a football field! 

Confusion is an army in disorderly retreat! 

Confusion is an electronic brain with a short 
circuit! 

Confusion is a symphony orchestra tuning up for 
its concert! 

Confusion is not necessarily bad. 
inary to orderliness. 

If you ever placed a rock at the opening of an 
ant hill you noticed that the ants the farthest out 
on the paths turned and rushed back to the opening. 
The activity is intense, but soon an orderly system 
evolves for moving dirt, sticks and stones either to 
remove the large clod or to make a by-pass. 

Daily traffic in the cities, the lines of humanity 
on the streets, in the halls of buildings, in the air 
terminals, bus stations, railroad stations, at the 
stock auction sales, at the state fair exhibits, at 
any kind of convention, athletic event, political 
rally—all provide examples of confusion in the 
daily pattern of life. 

One thing for certain, confusion as a pattern of 
living, thinking, and acting is forever with us. 
Man is subjected to conflicting advertising, T-V 
shows, political issues, and multiple-boss decisions 


It is prelim- 
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that set his mind and emotions in a whirl. Con- 
fusion can conquer us, or we can learn to live 
with its existence. The mature man has the ability 
to transform confusion into orderliness. 

Christ through his life placed before us an ex- 
ample of orderliness of thinking, of supreme calm, 
and peace in the midst of confusion and confused 
thinking. He faced the scholars of his day in 
intellectual combat and the theologians of his day 
in religious issues. 

His was a revolutionary day. A day of slavery 
and violence. In his known adult life he faced 
these situations with calm and orderly attack. 

No one of us now would ever think of Jesus 
of Nazareth as ever being confused. Yet, Christ, 
himself, created confusion among the people of 
the Temple to emphasize his feeling of disgust for 
some of the money-changing practices in the Tem- 
ple. A prelude to a new order. 

His praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, or 
praying all night in the mountains, are examples 
of his attempt to establish orderliness to the con- 
fusion which had entered his life. So many de- 
mands were upon him, all of them good—only 
confusion could result as he had to decide what 
he should do. Praying and decisive action made 
the difference. 

In my own life as phones ring, letters pile up, 
demands for service bombard my daily existence, 
I find to follow Christ’s example of prayer provides 
an “organizing principle’ to my confusion. To 
will to will God’s will is not easy—in fact, it is 
most difficult—but with the spirit of him who ac- 
complished God’s will I can “overcome the world,” 
the world of confusion, and creative peace reigns 
triumphantly—momentarily. 
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Loneliness 


Shall Not Possess 
My Heart 


Earth’s twilight time of life o’er- 
shadows me 


As, one by one, I’ve watched my 
friends depart; 


I know, I know the pain of vacant 
places— 


Yet loneliness shall not possess my 
heart! 


I will remember fading yesterdays 

With joy and gratitude for every 
kind 

And gentle friend, for loving ties, 
long known, 


And for the rest of sharing yet to 
find— 


The give and take of goodness for 
each day, 


And laughter, until earthly day is 
past; 


The fellowship of faith, the more of 
life 

That waits a new unveiling at the 
last! 


—Emily Sargent Councilman 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


If you are having periodicals mailed to 
your home address, it is essential that in 
the event residence is changed you notify your 
local postman or post office well in advance 
of your moving day. In addition, you should 
secure a copy of post card form 22S, complete 
the form, clearly indicating the date of your 
change of address. Send it to the Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 
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Words, Attitudes, Actions 
Express Love or Contempt 
For Other Christians..... 


Christian 








PREACHER opened his 
A sermon by charging that 
other communions possess only 
fragmentary views of truth. In 
bitter, vindictive, recriminating 
tones, he denounced them. He 
contended his church body is the 
only group which is completely 
acceptable to God. 

Some worshipers smiled in 
agreement. But the majority 
were _ disturbed. They were 
rubbed the wrong way—nega- 
tively—by the intolerant sermon. 
Many of them shifted uneasily in 
their pews. They symbolically 
showed their disapproval. But 
the pastor could not interpret 
their response as a sign of rejec- 
tion of his views; for often the 
audience shifted during his some- 
what routine messages. 

Then, one disgusted layman, 
seated midway in the sanctuary, 
abruptly got up and_ noisily 
charged back up the aisle, to- 
ward the front door. For he in- 
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by James W. Carty, Jr. 


tended dramatically to show his 
unhappiness about the expressed 
bigotry and bluntness of his pas- 
tor. But more—the layman was 
indicating in a positive manner 
his feeling of esteem and regard 
for other groups of the church 
universal. 

The layman was communicat- 
ing a vague feeling of Christian 
unity. He was reaching out, 
groping for the universal fellow- 
ship of the Church. He hungered 
for it. He wanted to strive for 
it, but was unsure of the direc- 
tion. He needed guidance. 

This sensitive church member 
is one of a large and growing 
number of persons who are con- 
cerned about the indifference of 
denominationally-oriented men 
toward overcoming their exclu- 
siveness and provincialism. They 
are convinced not only that God 
deplores the brokenness of the 
church, but that He desires a re- 
union of Christendom. For them, 
unity is an imperative. 


God desires companionship, 
communion, and communication 
with men. And as they seek Him 
in prayerful meditation, they 
should come not as persons who 
are isolated and estranged from 
their fellow man. The individual 
who knows outer peace and in- 
ner serenity is freed from so 
many worries, so many concerns 
that might prevent his full con- 
centration with the word of God. 


Actually, many religious lead- 
ers want more visible manifesta- 
tions of the “unity we have in 
Christ.” Yet often they keep 
their desires to themselves. 


Too many of the ministers and 
laymen do not know how to ex- 
press their motivations, how to 
indicate their deep concern for 
unity to others, how to draw 
closer to them. 


Yet, their longings must be- 
come active and concrete if they 
are to be effective. More than 
anything, they need to realize 
their due stewardship of words. 

The average person speaks ap- 
proximately 18,000 words a day. 
Most of his sentences are con- 
cerned with the trivial. Not 
many deal with the significant 
things—things of God. Each in- 
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dividual needs to devote more of 
his words to The Word—and to 
words about unity. 

It is significant that John—the 
Fourth Gospel—stresses in its be- 
ginnings that Christ, as revela- 
tion, is a Word—the spoken ut- 
terance of God: 


“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” 


Religious folk are challenged 
to make known—to glorify—to 
praise the mighty and holy name 
of their heavenly Father. This 
Biblical injunction is set forth 
in Psalm 145:11-12 (KJV): 


“They shall speak of the 
glory of thy kingdom, and talk 
of thy power; To make known 
to the sons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glorious majesty 
of his kingdom.” 


Man is a witness to The Wit- 
ness—Christ. Christ was Truth; 
he knew and spoke and did 
Truth. Likewise, his followers 
are challenged to meet all three 
obligations. 

Thus, religious man is to use 
his words to help and _ heal, 
rather than to harm and hurt. 
He is to use his speech to relate 
man to man, to re-store the chan- 
nels of communication where 
there has been a breakdown, to 
create conversation and_ then 
communion. 

As a basic first step, some con- 
gregations are progressing in un- 
derstanding what their commun- 
ion and other groups believe and 
practice. The mid-week dinner 
meetings and forums are devoted 
to a series of studies on the na- 
ture of other groups. Often ex- 
planatory speeches are presented 
by pastors of the other faiths. 

Unfortunately, these  discus- 
sions—superficial or at least pre- 
liminary—often are the final 
point of consideration. They 
should mark the beginning of 
discussion, of involvement of lay- 
men and women and preachers 
in the active search for meaning, 
for common threads of unity, 
and for light along the pathway 
of mystery. 

In addition, the listeners think 
more about learning about an- 
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other’s faith and fail to continue 
studying about their own. Or, 
they may never have learned 
much about their own commun- 
ion. I know of one minister who 
takes new members on a tour of 
the church. He discusses sym- 
bolism, church doctrines, reli- 
gious language. Out of these 
informal tours come questions 
and insight. 

An additional step for learn- 
ing to understand and appreciate 
another religious group is to 
visit services of different com- 
munions. For nearly seven 
years, I was religious news edi- 
tor of The Nashville Tennessean. 
Each Sunday, I visited a differ- 
ent congregation—of 56 com- 
munions—for my weekly Mon- 
day morning newspaper feature, 
“A Reporter Goes to Church.” 
Visits can be informative and in- 
spirational, for they show the 
vitality and significance of other 
groups, the distinctive things 
cherished by others, and the 
points of contact for conversa- 
tion. 

For several years, I edited and 
wrote many of the articles for 
the widely known pre-Easter se- 
ries of The Nashville Tennessean. 
It was about the faith of out- 
standing laymen and women of 
many communions. One of the 
series was on how the faith of 
individuals sustained them dur- 
ing crisis. Another series, 
“Scriptures I Have Lived By,” 
showed how persons lived by the 
Bible. 

One interesting thing cropped 
up year after year. These out- 
standing laymen of _ different 
communions knew each other 
and were friends. They had re- 
spect for others views and atti- 
tudes and actions and achieve- 
ments in the spiritual realm. 

Not only laymen should com- 
municate with each other, but 
the preachers should communi- 
cate. Nashville was a city of 
1,000 ministers. Yet only 25 at- 
tended the monthly meeting of 
the ministers’ association. Twice 
that number attended the pan- 
Presbyterian meeting each month 
of the clergymen of the Presby- 
terian U.S., Presbyterian U.S.A., 


Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. And some 75—three 
times the number at the interde- 
nominational meeting—attended 
the monthly meetings of the 
Methodists or the Southern Bap- 
tists. 
Denominational 


loyalties are 
growing stronger. There is more 
self-identity, more _ self-aware- 


ness, more self-knowledge, more 
self-concern. 

What needs to be done? Well, 
first, interdenominational sessions 
require first-rate programming. 
But more, they demand some out- 
standing joint venture that can 
be done better by communions 
working alongside each other 
than can be done _ separately. 
People of different groups need 
to be involved in a common, mu- 
tual task—and not just minis- 
ters, but laymen need to be in- 
volved. The participant in unity 
feels unity. He achieves oneness 
of spirit. 

Pulpit exchanges are valuable 
for extending the horizons of 
ministers and laymen alike. But 
generally these exchanges are 
among pastors of the same 
church family. When men of 
different groupings can preach in 
each others’ sanctuaries, they 
will be showing respect for the 
other’s ministry. They will com- 
municate appreciation. 

As a person who has spoken 
in many churches—including 
Christian (Disciples), Baptist, 
Congregational, Lutheran, Meth- 
odist, Pentecostal, and Presby- 
terian—I know that different 
bodies are friendly, cooperative, 
courteous. They are eager to ex- 
plore ways of drawing closer to 
each other. 

When one can sincerely know 
and commune with and love 
someone from another tradition, 
he has made a great step for- 
ward. John 15:15 records Jesus’ 
words: 


“. .. I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard 
of my Father I have made known 
unto you.” 

The Christian is called to be a 
friend to others. And the non- 
verbal communication is equally 

(Continued on page 22.) 
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Editorials 








Abundant Life and 
Abundant Lives 


HE concept of the abundant life which Jesus 
Christ came to give, and which he does give 
indeed, is central in Christian thought. 

The expression, as our Lord used it, is concerned 
with a full life here as well as hereafter. His 
concern for the poor, the needy, the ill and the 
fatherless was often manifested in his earthly min- 
istry. 

In the middle of the twentieth century, we in 
the West have suddenly become aware of the tragic 
fact that the abundance is in lives rather than in 
life in many sections of the world. And there is a 
population explosion. The better health facilities 
become, the more people there are. Anything like 
an abundance of food, clothing or shelter to several 
hundred millions of people is far beyond the present 
situation. 

Three babies are being born every second. 
Twenty years from now it is expected that four 
will be born every second. Both now and in 1980, 
the death rate is estimated at two per second. 
This is the statistical basis of the population prob- 
lem of the twentieth century. 

There are just about three billion people in the 
world today. If the population should increase 
everywhere as fast as it does in some Asian 
countries, we would have nearly 60 billion people a 
century from now. Fortunately, this won’t happen. 

The church is in the midst of this problem. In 
fact, we help create it, for, everywhere the gospel 
had gone, literacy has increased. The most literate 
countries have the lowest birth rate. The most 
literate, with the slowest increase, have the highest 
living standards, the best health facilities, and the 
lowest death rates. This latter factor does add 
to the population, even in Europe and North Amer- 
ica. 

According to Population Bulletin, December, 
1960, it took the human race from the beginning 
until now to reach the present count of about three 
billion. But if the current growth trends continue, 
there will be over six billion on earth within the 
next 40 years. 

One large segment of the church has spoken 
in opposition to limiting the number of births. 
Other Christians, under the urgency of the public 
relations experts to be tolerant, are apt to say that 
no one should question the other fellow’s right to 
his own “religion.” 

We cannot solve these issues here. We can 
hardly point out the immensity of the problem. We 
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hope that it is clear that birth and life, and 
abundant life are matters of Christian concern. 
They cannot be escaped by saying that “population 
explosion” is not in the New Testament. 


Beginning Again 

ETHODIST Bishop Arthur J. Moore had some 

things to say on retirement in his Conference 
paper recently, under the heading, “If I could 
start over again.’”’ One or more young ministers 
might profit from a consideration of the points 
Bishop Moore raises. Comments on the points are 
our own. 

First, he says that he would “cultivate the in- 
tellectual and spiritual life.’ Having struggled 
a little to keep from being absorbed in the routine 
duties of the pastorate and after listening to a 
few generations of students tell how they have no 
time to study and pray, we know what he means. 
Both jobs are very hard ones. The soul doesn’t 
seem to respond to treatment any more rapidly 
than the mind. Yet, one’s ministry is sure to fail 
or succeed in direct relation to the success of these 
two cultivated crops. 

Second, Bishop Moore would “major in expository 
preaching rather than in passing issues.” Here, 
again, he is a man after our own heart. If we 
never hear another sermon on ‘The Meanest Man 
in Podunk” or ‘Factors Underlying a Permanent 
Solution to the Border Dispute Between Reichistan 
and Burgherstan”’ we can survive. 

Let no one jump to the false conclusion that 
exposition of Scripture texts cannot be “practical.’”’ 
Name the social issue that is burning in your 
heart, and there is an eternal teaching, in word 
or in deed, from the life of our Lord. It’s a matter 
of putting the horse before the cart, in our preach- 
ing. 

Third, “Concentrate upon people rather than 
issues.’”” We wouldn’t be surprised if Bishop Moore 
had done a pretty good job at this anyway. Itisa 
good reminder to us all. Energy may be spent 
on an issue, or in a situation, but if one’s heart is 
not set to help people, he will never get the swamp 
drained or the slum cleared. 

Finally, Bishop Moore says he would “preach 
for a verdict.” We can’t imagine a Methodist 
bishop not having done that. Some people don’t. 
They preach to inform, at their best, and to 
astound, at their worst. 

There are only two things to do with the gospel 
of Christ—accept or reject. If the preacher isn’t 
concerned which the verdict will be, you know 
what it will be. 
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Responding to a Questionnaire, 


Ministers Express Their Convictions 
Regarding the Roles of the Laity 


What Our Pastors Expect 


Several months ago Carl R. 
Brown presented two articles on 
“What Laymen Expect of a Min- 
ister.’ This week we have an 
article by the Cleveland business- 
man about the other side of the 
coin. He discusses: “What Our 
Pastor Expects of Us Lay Folks,” 
to use the full title of this inter- 
esting article. The responses are 
both disturbing and stimulating. 


“As pastor, my greatest beef 
is when we hold special training 
sessions and our top leaders are 
conspicuous by their absence.” 

“T wish my lay folks would pay 
attention to what is going on in 
their church. Some minds seem 
incredibly blank.” 

“Several older members will not 
give an inch. I wish that Chris- 
tian laymen would not get old, 
or at least not so conservative as 
to hamper the work of the church. 
But not everybody becomes pessi- 
mistic with age.” 

“Both laity and _ ministers 
should pray for a sense of humor 
and ability to discern the impor- 
tant from the unimportant.” 

“There is no delight to the 
heart of a minister quite like be- 
ing pushed by his laymen -oc- 
casionally rather than having to 
push all the time.” 

Are any of these opinions, here 
expressed, yours, Mr. Pastor? Do 
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by Carl R. Brown 


you, Mr. Layman, find that any of 
these shoes fit your feet? 

Late last October I wrote to 
some 55 pastors of our Christian 
Churches, asking for frank ex- 
pressions of what they expect of 
us lay folks, where we fall down 
and what remedies they suggest. 
I said to them, “This will not be 
in answer or rebuttal to my 
former articles (May 8 and 22, 
1960) in The Christian from the 
lay viewpoint but will seek to 
give the reverse side of the pic- 
ture.” 

The response was wonderful, 
some of it sharply critical, some 
quite flattering and much that 
could be most helpful. 

It is really a shame not to use 
all this material but that would 
take a book. The above quota- 
tions are random excerpts. 

These minister are not without 
a sense of humor, as we know. 
One wrote on the back of a re- 
turn envelope I had enclosed, ‘‘You 
have, no doubt, the foulest tast- 
ing glue on your envelopes I have 
ever come across. I ought to 
charge for licking it!’’ He didn’t 
even thank me for the stamp I 
had licked for him. 

But another has a different 
slant: ‘A pastor does expect much 
of his lay folks if they accom- 
plish great thing for God.” For 
two pages he narrates marvelous 


achievements of his church peo- 
ple ‘because their pastor has ex- 
pected great things of them.” 

Although I urged my preacher 
friends to lay our faults on the 
line and withhold no punches, 
many of them were all praise in 
such terms as these: 


“Any success I have achieved 
is largely due to the laymen who 
who have helped and encouraged 
me.” 

“My lay folks have been so 
wonderful and faithful in so many 
areas that I think the real lack 
is that I do not know how to use 
them better in the service of 
Christ.” 

On the other hand many kindly 
criticisms did come from this 
response which are revealing ahd 
constructive. Because these are 
anonymous they may be pain- 
fully frank, yet we as Christians 
lay folks should be glad to see 
ourselves as our pastors see us. 

In my questionnaire to these 
ministers I suggested several 
subjects to which their answers 
might be directed. 


I. PREPARATION. What do we lack 
and how may we better qualify? 


Admitting our lack of prepara- 
tion, here are some comments. 

“Members often complain of 
the need of more trained workers 
yet we have to beg and threaten 
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to get them to come when such 
programs are set up.” 

“Our lay people must be better 
educated. But too many will not 
take leadership training courses 
or study the excellent materials 
that are available.” 

“We must have more programs 
of training for lay people, not 
only for teachers but also for 
elders, deacons, youth leaders and 
in churchmanship.” 

“Ministers appreciate laymen 
who study, not only the Bible but 
commentaries, and who read reli- 
gious journals and books. Most 
men acquire some knowledge out- 
side of their own work. Let’s 
have more on the Christian faith 
and the Church.” 


II. PARTICIPATION. 
can you expect? 


What more 


Here are several good com- 
ments. 

“One quality endearing laymen 
to their ministers is dependabil- 
ity. We need laymen who will say 
‘Sorry, boys, I cannot go bowling 
that night, I have a date at my 
church.’ It is just that simple 
and that difficult.” 

“If my laymen could find the 
thrill of Christian stewardship to 
such an extent that they would 
develop the art of giving, the 
Church would move forward in 
a marvelous way.” 

“Every layman should sit down 
and talk with his minister about 
the problems of the church, giving 
his suggestions, but not insisting 
he carry them out.” 


III. ATTENDANCE. Do your folks 
attend church, board and commit- 
tee meetings? 


Several responses here are il- 
luminating. 

“Our membership is 300 but 
an attendance of 100 is rare. 
Board meetings have to be pro- 
moted regularly. Unless I drive 
the chairman no committees are 
called.” 

“We seem to have failed to im- 
press laymen with the importance 
of board meetings and their obli- 
gation to attend. Perhaps this 
has been minimized by the nomi- 
nating committee to gain accept- 
ance.” 
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“Perhaps some churches get too 
large and should swarm off into 
new congregations. People want 
to be known and recognized but 
often are lost in the crowd.” 

One pastor quotes from a Com- 
munist party secretary on this 
subject of attendance. ‘“A Com- 
munist is—loyal to his party— 
an active participant—and pres- 
ent for every meeting.” This 
pastor then says, “This is what 
I would like to see in the Chris- 
tian Church. Given this priority 
our Church would change this 
city overnight.” 


IV. TROUBLE MAKERS. Some lay 
folks are a “pain in the neck.” 


Here I invited our pastors to let 
down their hair and several did. 

“Lay folks should work through 
and with their ministers. Several 
pastors were telling their prob- 
lems. One told of a worship 
committee which had changed 
the entire church program with- 
out even consulting him. An- 
other told of an education com- 
mittee which did not invite him 
to their meeting and changed the 
publishing house for their school 
literature.” 

“My gripe is when a member 
says to me, ‘Why doesn’t some- 
one do this, call there, open that 
window, speak to strangers, etc.,’ 
when he is able to do it himself 
and has the same responsibility.” 

“T had a deacon last Sunday 
who refused to serve the Com- 
munion because he had done so 
three Sundays in a row.” 

Here we have two lists of some 
“pains in the neck.” 


A 


1. The elders who attend all the 
“meal functions’ but never 
the Bible or training classes. 

2. The deacon who slips out to 
smoke after he has served. 

3. The member who likes me 
for my “soothing voice.” 

4. The teacher who _ teaches 
content and not children. 


B 


Every pastor has seen a few 
goats mixed in his flock, such as: 


1. Those who 


always ask, - 


‘“Where’s the money coming 
from?” 

2. Those who cry out, “Let’s 
get back to the Bible and 
preach Christ” every time 
a social issue is raised. 

3. Those who make an errand 
boy or pack horse of the 
pastor. 


“Yet the pastor worth his salt 
soon learns that even goats have 
a value on the market and for 
their soul’s sake.” 


V. PREACHERS BEST FRIENDS 


Here I got a wonderful response 
and only wish we might print all 
their names and deeds. One pas- 
tor praises about twenty of his 
members by name and gives their 
accomplishments. “I would have 
failed had it not been for these 
and others who carry through. 
Our Men’s Prayer Fellowship 
meets every Monday morning at 
6 A.M. and is a great inspiration.” 

Here are brief references taken 
at random from pastors’ letters. 


(x) A doctor who suggested 
the board send their pastor 
to a seminary summer 
course. 

(x) The layman who said it is 
easier for a preacher to 
find a church than for a 
church to find a preacher. 

(x) Laymen who will not com- 
promise convictions even 
at the cost of their jobs. 

(x) Oldsters who accept young 
ministers. 

(x) Those who occasionally 
promote salary raises. 
(x) Those who put church 
activities ahead of social 

and business affairs. 

(x) A CYF leader who arrives 
at 9 A.M., meets early ar- 
rivals and is the last to 
leave. ‘He sees things to 
do and takes care of them.” 

(x) A little old grandmother 
who prays for the pastor 
and his family. 

(x) An elder who makes a 
friendly stop to warn the 
pastor he is on “thin ice” 
and offers help. 

(Continued on page 31.) 
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HOCKING sights of refugee 

life in Hong Kong were wit- 
nessed by two groups of Chris- 
tian church members in the sum- 
mer of 1960. The groups took 
part in world mission tours spon- 
sored by The United Christian 
Missionary Society. In addition 
to their visits to mission centers, 
they spent some time in Hong 
Kong observing relief and re- 
habilitation services made pos- 
sible through Week of Compas- 
sion gifts. 

One tour member says of his 
visit to Hong Kong, “It was a 
tremendous, soul-searching emo- 
tional experience. I did not be- 
lieve what I had heard about the 
refugee situation until I saw it 
with my own eyes!” 

Another man declares, “The 
needs of the world as seen on 
this trip made a complete change 
in my outlook on life. For a 
number of days I was emotion- 
ally torn up. Now I believe 
strongly that we must forget our- 
selves and the building of huge 
cathedrals and put our money 
around the world to carry on the 
enterprise of Christian service.” 

Tour visits to Hong Kong were 
planned so the groups might give 
more than a passing glance at 
living conditions and Christian 
work in this city which houses 
more than one million refugees 
from Communist China. Brief 
comments of five mission tour 


BEST-HOUSED REFUGEES 
in Hong Kong are those for- 
tunate enough to be admitted 
to the new “H” buildings. 
Sanitary facilities are located 
in the crosspiece or connect- 
ing corridor, with a long row 
of cubicles for family dwellings 
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Eyewitnesses to Human Need 


members reveal some things they 
perceived. 


@ Miss Regina Glasco, 
Ohio: 


“Hong Kong isn’t thousands of 
miles away. Not for me. It is 
as close as my nearest thought. 
A glass of fresh milk is set before 
me. I see a long orderly line of 
mothers with tiny tots strapped 
on their backs, beside them thin, 
expectant children, waiting for 
a cup of milk. I never saw a 
child cry. I saw grateful tears 
in mothers’ eyes because their 
children had been fed. 

“There are no men in these 
lines—only women and children. 
The men are working at small 
home projects to augment their 
scanty food allotments. We saw 
Church World Service at work. 
Never let any skeptic say it isn’t 
so.” 


Toledo, 































@ Norman W. Conner, Abilene, 
Texas: 


“Truly God is at work through 
Church World Service. I saw 
Nurse Mary Smith who heads a 
maternity clinic in Hong Kong. 
She works among people who 
have a_ superstitious animistic 
belief. 

“While visiting the clinic I 
noticed how terribly hot it was 
in her quarters. I asked if I 
might purchase an electric fan 
that would give her some relief 
from the heat. She refused my 
offer and the reason she gave 
was this. The majority of the 
people in her area believe there 
are evil spirits in every moving 
thing. She could not possibly 


have a fan because the young 
mothers whom she tries so des- 
perately to get to her clinic would 
be afraid that the moving fan 
would have in it an evil spirit 
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and the spirit would get into 
their babies. 

“Nurse Mary Smith refused to 
accept this little bit of comfort 
lest she impair the work that she 
has been called to do.” 


@ Mrs. Dorothy Lindsay, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma: 


“His short little legs could 
hardly reach the next step. 
Across his frail shoulders was a 
pole with two cans of water at 
each end. Perhaps five years 
of age, he had a responsible job 
and he looked neither to the right 
nor left. He is a Chinese refugee 
and he lives in one of the shack 
villages where thousands of peo- 
ple crowd together in Hong Kong. 

“Again, my heart cried, ‘he is 
just a baby!’ as I watched an- 
other child, tiny hands clutching 
the precious bucket of milk close 
to his breast. He was exhausted 
from the long wait in line at the 
feeding station. It was his quota 
of milk for the day. There are 
thousands like him who could 
not live without the milk pro- 
vided by Church World Service.” 


@ Miss Verla M. Ross, Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania: 


Photo by Fannie Bennett 
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“Amidst the crowding and 
poverty in Hong Kong there was 
always the impression of pur- 
poseful activity. People were 
busy working, even though the 
home workshop might be only a 
few packing boxes on the side- 
walk with a blanket hung up to 
give a bit of privacy. We saw 
little machine shops on the street, 
men working together to make 
bamboo furniture, women sew- 
ing and doing needlework. 

“We watched men and women 
building roads on the mountain 
sides, carrying rocks in baskets 
balanced on shoulder poles. I 
felt grateful for the privilege of 
helping people who seem so eager 
to help themselves.” 


@ Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun, Dallas, 
Texas: 


“The British government is 
building ‘H’ houses for the refu- 
gees in Hong Kong. These are 
seven stories high in an.‘H’ shape, 
each building housing 4,000 peo- 
ple. A ten by twelve foot cub- 
icle houses five adults, with two 
children under twelve counting 
as one adult. These cubicles are 
not only living quarters for fam- 
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ING appears to have five 
stories because a row of shacks 
is on the rooftop. Families 
crowded into these rat-infested 
unsanitary quarters consider 
themselves better off than 
those who live in sampans or 
on sidewalks. 


ilies, but they are used for home 
income projects as well. 

“In the mornings, someone 
from each family waits in line 
with a bucket and sack to get 
powdered milk mixed with water, 
a can of meat or fish, rice and 
biscuits made of corn meal en- 
riched with multipurpose food 
nutrients. 

“We have a Christian obliga- 
tion to help feed these thousands 
of the world’s hungry people and 
through the Week of Compassion 
we have a way.” 


Disciples will observe the an- 
nual Week of Compassion, Feb- 
ruary 19-26, 1961. At this time 
a fund of $600,000 will be sought 
for refugee relief and rehabilita- 
tion, religious work with men and 
women in the U. S. military serv- 
ice and ecumenical projects 
around the world. 
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Full Text of Prayer... 


Inauguration Prayer by Disciple, John Barclay 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—John Barclay, minister of Central Christian 
Church, Austin, Texas, capital city of Vice-President Lyndon B. John- 
son’s state, offered prayer on the occasion of the inauguration of 


President John F. Kennedy. 


Two other clergymen participat- 
ing in the ceremonies on Jan. 20 
were representing the Jewish and 
Roman Catholic faiths. 

Following is the full text of Mr. 
Barclay’s prayer: 


“Eternal God, our Father, we 
pause again to acknowledge that in 
Thy presence we are living and 
moving and in Thee alone we have 
our being. 

“We are thankful for the great 
and good men raised up by Thee 
to lead us in the past. Bless these 
leaders of recent decades, still with 
us, who have led us through these 
tumultuous times, to live out their 
years with the consciousness of the 
admiration and appreciation of a 
grateful people. 

“We thank Thee for our country, 
for the manner in which Thou didst 
lead our fathers to establish this 
nation in which all men have equal 
rights to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. Help us to so 
unite duties and rights that there 
may develop in all our people a 
new maturity that will continually 
produce life more abundant, liberty 
more responsible, and spiritual sat- 
isfactions more abiding. 

“Our Father, we pray for the Con- 
gress and the Courts and all public 
servants, that there may come from 
their deep dedication and high 
patriotism a new inspiration for all 
Americans. 

“We thank Thee, our Father, for 
the two men whom we have elected 
to lead us, who today assume the 
almost unbearable responsibilities of 
their exalted offices. We thank Thee 
for their high intelligence and their 
characters made great by hard work 
and devoted services to their coun- 
try in war and in peace. 

“Bless them with vigorous health, 
great strength and courageous bold- 
ness to lead our nation out into a 
new era and into a new frontier. 
Help them to lead us to return to 
the virtues of our fathers; industry, 
honesty and frugality. 

“Under their leadership may we re- 
capture the faith of our fathers and 
their spiritual optimism that prob- 
lems are soluble, that what ought 
to be can be, that neighborly poten- 


FEBRUARY 5, 1961 


tial is inherent in mankind. 

“Our Father, we pray Thou wilt 
bless Lyndon B. Johnson and add 
Thy strength to his strength as he 
continues to lead men of divergent 
views to reconcile their differences 
in the interest of the common good 
of our nation and of all mankind. 
Add Thy wisdom, grace and power 
to his great abilities, and may his 
willingness to serve bring strength 
and help to the President. 

“May the beauty, understanding, 
and spiritual support of his family 
continue to bless his life all his 
years. 

“We pray, our Father, for John F. 
Kennedy as he assumes the heavy 
burden of great leadership in these 
omirious times. Bless his family 
that in all the turmoil of his public 
life they may be for him an oasis of 
quiet peace and rest. 

“When he faces great and solemn 
hours of decision, decisions upon 
which may hang the fate of all man- 
kind, when he must ascend the 
lonely pinnacle, help him then to 
know that he is not alone; that 
Thou art with him to guide him in 
making decisions of wisdom and 
righteousness for his nation and the 
whole world. 


“May the magnitude of his leader- 
ship inspires tens of millions of 
Americans into a dedicated involve- 
ment in their country’s progress. 
And may peace crown his years! 

“In the Master’s name, we pray.” 
AMEN. 


NRPC Urged to 
Admit R. Catholics 


New YorK—The director of the 
Bureau of Information, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference in 
Washington, D. C., called here on a 
national Protestant public relations 
association to open its membership 
to Catholics and Jews as a step 
in strengthening the impact of all 
religious publicists. 

Msgr. John E. Kelly made this 
proposal in a speech before the New 
York Chapter of the National Reli- 
gious Publicity Council. 





Bus Issue Going 
To Supreme Court 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Supreme Court has been asked 
to rule on the constitutionality of a 
Connecticut law _ providing ~ bus 
transportation at public expense to 
students attending Roman Catholic 
parochial schools. 

Several citizens of the community 
of Newtown, Conn., are asking the 
court to review a 4 to 1 decision 
by the Connecticut state supreme 
court upholding the law, under 
which school buses daily transport 
more than 200 pupils to St. Rose’s 
Elementary School in Newtown. 

The complainants assert that the 
expenditure of public money for 
transportation directly supports the 
school in which the teaching of 
Catholic dogma and doctrine is a 
major aim of the curriculum and, 
therefore, constitutes support of reli- 
gion. 

They also assert, as a collateral 
point, that by providing transporta- 
tion for children attending non- 
profit institutions, it discriminates 
against those attending private 
schools conducted for profit in a 
manner that denies equal protection 
of the laws. 

The case arose when citizens of 
Newtown voted in a referendum in 
1958 to furnish bus transportation 
for the students of the Catholic 
parochial school. 


Says Dan Poling . .. 


Unity Takes Time 


HONOLULU, HAWAII—A _ proposal 
that four major denominations in 
the U.S. be merged needs “time and 
reasoning,” Daniel Poling of Phila- 
delphia, editor of The Christian 
Herald, non-denominational Protes- 
tant monthly, cautioned here. 

While he did not question the 
sincerity and enthusiasm of those 
who advocated the proposal, Dr. 
Poling warned that there was 
“grave danger of misunderstanding 
and even greater division in press- 
ing for organic union” of the type 
suggested. 

Dr. Poling said there is a differ- 
ence between unity and organic 
union. He said there is strength in 
“unity” as personified by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, at whose 
assembly in San Francisco the pro- 
posal was made by Dr. Blake. 
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Christian Endeavor 
Has 80th Birthday 


St. Lours—The 80th anniversary 
of the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment was observed Feb. 2 in numer- 
ous Protestant churches in North 
America and other parts of the 
world. 

In observance of “Christian En- 
deavor Week” Jan. 29-Feb. 5, special 
activities were held at Williston 
Congregational Church in Portland, 
Maine, where the first Christian En- 
deavor Society was organized Feb. 
2, 1881. The Society was founded 
by Francis E. Clark. 


Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) until twenty years ago en- 
dorsed the Christian Endeavor Co- 
operative program as a program for 
their youth, Disciples’ participation 
in Christian Endeavor has diminished 
as the CYF youth program has been 
developed. 


Back when the Christian En- 
deavor program was going strong 
and many of the major communions 
had a part in it, Disciples objected 
to one item of the Christian Endea- 
vor pledge: “Loyalty to my own 
denomination.” Some Disciples 
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looked askance at this provision since 
it seemed to sanction denomination- 
alism. Nevertheless, Christian 
Churches were active in the Chris- 
tian Endeavor program for many 
years. 
Garrison Backed It 

W. E. Garrison, educator, writer, 
editor and_ distinguished scholar 
among the Disciples, had this to say 
about the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment in 1955 when Christian Unity 
and Disciples of Christ (Bethany 
Press) was published: “The YPSCE 
(Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor) encouraged the 
spirit of amity and _ cooperation 
and preserved denominational loyalty 
while discouraging the sectarian 
spirit.” 

Present Strength 

The International Society of 
Christian Endeavor now has ap- 
proximately 1,000,000 members, ac- 
cording to a recent news release 
from the Society’s Public Relations 
Department. The World’s Christian 
Endeavor Union, which is composed 
of the International Society and 
some 50 national unions, has ap- 
proximately 3,000,000 members. 
Headquarters for both organizations 
is at 1221 East Broad Street, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


Ben-Gurion Is Under 
Fire After Attacks 
On “Godless” Jews 


New YorK—Jewish religious and 
civic groups sharply criticized Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion of Israel 
for asserting that Jews living out- 
side Israel were godless and violated 
the precepts of Judaism. 


Among those challenging the pre- 
mier’s remarks, made at the recent 
25th World Zionist Congress in Jeru- 
salem, were agencies of Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform Judaism, as 
well as Zionist and anti-Zionist 
bodies. 


In addressing the Jerusalem con- 
gress Mr. Ben-Gurion declared: “Since 
the day when the Jewish State was 
established [13 years ago] and the 
gates of Israel were flung open to 
every Jew who wanted to come, 
every religious Jew has daily violated 
the precepts of Judaism and the 
Torah [Jewish law] of Israel by re- 
maining in the diaspora.” 

Then he quoted Jewish sages as 
saying: “Whoever dwells outside the 
land of Israel is considered to have 
no God.” 

About 65 per cent of the Jews in 
the state of Israel are not “reli- 
gious,” or “observant.” The observ- 
ant Jews in Israel represent a 
minority, although they are influ- 
ential in government affairs. 


Minority Participants 
In Ga. Demonstrations 


ATHENS, Ga.—“‘Christian-minded 
students who believe that the dignity 
of any man comes from his relation- 
ship to God can be an important 
influence in the handling of the in- 
tegration crisis,” a minister told 
University of Georgia students here 
in the midst of their integration 
crisis. 

Russell Edwards, director of the 
campus Wesley Foundation, assured 
students that “history is being 
made.” 

“It’s up to us what kind it will 


be,” he said. “The eyes of the 
world are on us.” 


DR. BERNARD BRASKAMP (center), retired Presbyterian minister who serves 
as chaplain to the U. S. House of Representatives, meets with ministers and 
former missionaries who are members of the new Congress. The 73-year- 
old chaplain was unanimously re-elected by the House when he indicated 
that a recently fractured hip would not prevent him from carrying out his 
duties. From Jeft are Rep. Walter H. Judd (R.-Minn.), former Congregational 
medical missionary in China; Rep. Walter H. Moeller (D.-O.), a pastor of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; Dr. Braskamp; Rep. Henry C. Schade- 
burg (R.-Wis.) newly elected to Congress from the pastorate of Plymouth 
Congregational Church, Burlington, Wis.; and Rep. Merwin Coad (D.-Ia.), a 
minister of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). 


The majority of students at the 
Athens, Ga., university have not 
taken part in any demonstrations 
against admittance of Negroes. 


Many signed a petition asking 
Georgia lawmakers to make sure 
the university is not shut down. An 
estimated 88 per cent of students on 
the campus signed this petition. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ATHEIST WORKER 


BALTIMORE, Mp.—A professed athe- 
ist, who recently withdrew her 14- 
year-old son from public school in 
protest against Bible reading, has 
filed a petition in Superior Court 
aimed at barring use of the Scrip- 
tures during opening exercises. 

Attorneys for the Baltimore 
woman told the court it should 
abolish the practice as sectarian and 
unconstitutional. 


HONORS TO UPHAUS 


New YorK—Dr. Willard Uphaus, 
Christian pacifist leader who was 
released after serving a year in a 
New Hampshire jail on a contempt 
of court charge, was honored at an 
inter-religious service and reception 
at St. George’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church here January 16. 


VIRGIL E. LOWDER (second from 
left), a Disciple, was welcomed to 
his new post as executive secretary 
of the Council of Churches, National 
Capital Area, by Protestant leaders 
in Washington, D. C. From left 
are: Chaplain Frederick Brown 
Harris of the United States Senate; 
Dr. Lowder; Dr. Albert P. Shirkey, 
pastor of Mount Vernon Place Metho- 
dist Church, largest Protestant 
church in the capital city; Dr. 
Fredereck E. Reissig, his predecessor, 
who has retired after directing the 
council more than 18 years; and Dr. 
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Sponsor of the affair was the 
World Fellowship of Faiths of which 
Dr. Uphaus is director. 


S. BAPTIST BOOM 


WHITING, IND.—Southern’ Bap- 
tists in Indiana increased by 2,130 
in number during the past year 
to a total of 25,000, it was reported 
here at the annual meeting of the 
State Convention of Baptists in 
Indiana. 

The number of congregations rose 
from 124 to 140. 


“IN TONGUES” 


CuiIcaGo—Protestant E piscopal 
Bishop Gerald Francis Burrill of 
Chicago has handed down a set of 
rules to guide area Episéopalians 
who “speak with tongues,” requir- 
ing them to keep the practice under 


Edward Hughes Pruden, pastor of 
First Baptist Church. 

Dr. Lowder, 59, is a native of 
Bluefield, W. Va., and was educated 
at Lynchburg (Va.) College, Yale 
Divinity School and Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary. From 1942 to 1953, 
he was secretary of the department 
of social welfare of the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago, and 
from 1953 until acceptance of his 
new post, he was executive secretary 
of the Council of Churches of Greater 
Houston. 


clerical auspices and control. 
Bishop Burrill mailed to diocesan 
clergy a 12-page report by a special 
commission he appointed to study 
the use of “tongues” by Episcopa- 
lians here. Noting that at least one 
Chicago parish has members “speak- 
ing in tongues,” the bishop asked 
that the movement be restrained. 


KOREAN CONFUSION 


SEOUL, KorEA—Resignations by the 
general secretary and the entire 
office staff of the National Council 
of Churches in Korea has left the 
country’s only agency of Protestant 
church cooperation with an _ un- 
precedented emergency. The NCCK 
has traditionally served as a com- 
mon forum for Korea’s Protestants 
and has operated audio-visual serv- 
ices on behalf of the entire Christian 
community. It comprises Anglican, 
Holiness Methodist and Presbyterian 
bodies and the Salvation Army. 


MORE SMOKE .. . 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Americans 
spent approximately twice as much 
on smoking in 1960 as they gave to 
their churches. The institute esti- 
mated American expenditure for 
cigarettes alone, at $6,600,000,000 in 
1960, up about $500,000,000 over 
1959. 

Meanwhile, Americans are esti- 
mated to have contributed about 
$3,750,000,000 to churches in 1960, 
about 57 cents for every dollar 
spent on cigarettes, and about half 
the amount spent on all tobacco 
products and smoking accessories. 


UNITY SUNDAY 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Christian 
unity must be achieved within the 
next 50 years, declared the head 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America in an 
interview here. 

“We can’t afford to ignore it in 
these times when communism, sec- 
ularism and atheism are making 
so many gains,” asserted Archbishop 
Iakovos of New York. 

“If we cooperate we can expect it 
within our lifetime if we have an- 
other 50 years to live,” he said. 


EPISCOPAL GROWTH 


New YoRK—Membership in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church totaled 
a record high of 3,444,265 in 1960 
for a gain of nearly 170,000 or 2.54 
per cent, according to the denomina- 
tion’s yearbook. 


U NU PRIEST 


RANGOON, BuRMA—Prime Minister 
U Nu _ plans to _ relinquish his 
political career and become a Bud- 
dhist monk at the end of his term 
of office. 
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since it took a whole day to go 
and come. 

He was going to buy our 
month’s supply of groceries and 
try to find us a dog. We both 
knew it wouldn’t be easy, be- 
cause everyone wanted a dog and 
there weren’t many to be had. 
But I figured my dad could find 
one if anyone could. 

I let the chickens out of their 
night-time pen and_ scattered 
grain for them. We had no day- 
time pen for them yet. We didn’t 
have anything much here on our 
plains farm except a well and a 
tent. But we had each other and 
we had God. We knew some- 
time we would have a good farm 
and a nice house to live in. 
Mother and I thought we could 
wait for any length of time for 
better things if we could only 
have a dog. 

While I was staking the cow 
out away from the brush and 
trees where there was lots of 
good feed, I heard the chickens 
squawking and mother calling in 
an excited voice. I ran as hard 
as I could. Mother had a stick 
and was chasing a big grey ani- 
mal of some kind out of the yard. 
I grabbed a stick and raced after 
him too. He slunk away into the 
bushes and disappeared. 

It seemed as if my hair was 
standing right on end. “Was 
that a wolf?” I asked. 

“A coyote, more likely,” 
Mother answered. “But coming 
after chickens in broad daylight. 
Imagine!” 

“It’s time we got a dog,” I 
said. 

Mother went back into the tent 
to finish her morning’s work. I 
sat down on a néw-cut stump to 
watch the chickens. They were 
still scared. I didn’t blame them. 
I was scared too. Suddenly the 
rooster squawked and there was 
that coyote rushing out of the 
brush again. 

I picked up a stick and started 
after him. He didn’t want to go 
away. He raced around me and 
dived in among the chickens. 
Mother rushed out of the tent. 
The coyote took after one special 
hen. She flew up on the tent. 
He ran right up the tent side 


FEBRUARY 5, 1961 


after her. When he slipped back 
down both Mother and I were 
so close we hit him with our 
sticks. He streaked back into the 
brush. 

Mother and I tried to round up 
the chickens and put them into 
their night pen. It was dark in 
there and they wouldn’t go in. 
They were so frightened they 
wouldn’t even come for feed. 

“We'll have to stay right here 
among the chickens all day 
long,”’ Mother said. 

“Seems as if that coyote knows 
Father isn’t here,’ I quavered. 
“He never came around before.” 

“He won’t come around after 
we get our dog,’”’ Mother said. 

Mother brought a book and we 
both sat down on stumps. She 
read me stories of David and 
Jonathan, of Paul and Peter and 
of the boy Jesus. After a while 
she went into the tent and made 
us some lunch. She brought it 
out and we ate it sitting there. 

We made believe we were alone 
on an island and were watching 
for a ship to come to our rescue. 
Of course that was our way of 
watching for Father without let- 
ting each other know. 

The coyote started out of the 
brush several times and I raced 
after him waving my stick. I 
guess the hit or two Mother and 
I had given him when he slipped 
down from the tent had fright- 
ened him, because he ran back 
into the brush every time I went 
for him. Then the sun went 
down and the chickens went into 
their night-time pen. I brought 
the cow up and milked her. Then 
Mother and I went into the tent 
and lighted the lamp. We didn’t 
read now and we didn’t eat. We 


just sat there or wandered over 
to the tent door and looked out. 
The coyote howled and howled. 
We could see him sitting on his 
haunches with his nose pointed 
to the moon. 

And then we heard another 
sound. It was what we had been 
listening for all day long, the 
jingle of harness chains, the slow 
chuckle of the wagon. Father 
was coming. My heart almost 
stopped. Did he have a dog or 
didn’t he? We ran outside. We 
could see the black of the wagon 
moving in the moonlight. 

As Father stopped the horses 
a big dark shape leaped over the 
side of the wagon. With a long 
string of barks it raced out to 
where that coyote had been a 
minute before. 

Our dog! 

We could hear it barking far 
through the trees and brush and 
knew it was chasing that coyote 
a long way away. 

Father got down and kissed 
Mother. He laid a comforting 
arm across my shoulders. 

“That’s your birthday present 
that went chasing out across the 
plains,”’ he said. 

“Will he come back?” Mother 
asked. 

Father laughed. How good it 
was to hear him; to have him 
home again! “It isn’t a he, it’s 
a she,” he said. He reached into 
the wagon and handed me a box. 
“She'll come back to these.” 

I put my hand into the box. 
It was full of puppies! I got all 
choked up inside. I couldn’t even 
say “thank you.” But Father un- 
derstood. He knew how I felt. 
He knew, I think, that I had 
never been so happy in my life. 


THE TRULY POOR 


Who are the poor? 
The dispossessed 
Or the unpossessed? 


Those without money 
Or those without friends? 


Those without treasures 
Or those without love? 


Only they are poor 
Who are poor in spirit. 


—George Earle Owen 
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Christ Opens Blind Eyes 


3 “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


Scripture: John 9:24-38, 


FTER people discover one 

way in which God works, it 
is often difficult for them to real- 
ize that he may also work in 
other ways. If he loves them, 
they may be inclined to feel that 
he doesn’t love other people quite 
as much. 


If he comes to them through 
prayer or through experience or 
through reading the Bible they 
may be inclined to be in doubt 
when someone says that they 
have found God in another way. 

This is the problem which is 
related in our lesson today. The 
well-meaning Hebrew leaders be- 
lieved in the law of Moses. They 
knew God through the law. They 
had come to believe, by the time 
of Jesus, that God did not reveal 
himself in any other way except 
through the detailed techniques 
which were written down in the 
law. When Jesus came along, it 
was difficult for them to under- 
stand that God was _ speaking 
through him. He put direct 
revelation of the will of God 
through himself, above the law. 
This the religious could not al- 
low. 


Jesus healed a blind man and 
brought forth more questions and 
criticism than he did praise. The 
text today begins with the sec- 
ond attempt of the people to ques- 
tion the man who was healed. 
We recall that Jesus was criti- 
cized, among other reasons, for 
working on the Sabbath. He had 
mixed up a little mud and put 
it on the eyes of the blind man. 
This was work, and therefore 
against the law of the Sabbath. 

The blind man was naturally 
thankful to Jesus. The Pharisees 
advised him however to “Bive 
God the praise.” (Verse 24.) In 
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the same breath they reminded 
the man that “Jesus was a sin- 
ner.” The reply was as bold and 
true as it was simple; he said 
simply that he did not know 
whether Jesus was a Sinner or 
not but, “one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 
(Verse 25.) 

This is the kind of testimony 
which was confronting the Phar- 
isees and Sadducees and all the 
critics of Jesus all the time. They 
could sight their reasons why 
Jesus did not fit the proper pat- 
tern for a prophet or a revealer of 
God’s will. But they were always 
being confronted with evidence 
of his nature by circumstances 
like this one. The blind man 
was not a philosopher or a the- 
ologian; but he had been blind 
and now he could see. 

The simple testimony stopped 
the critics for a moment and so 
they decided to start over again. 


They asked again for an explana- 
tion of just how the healing was 
done. (Verse 26.) Their reply 
to this was that you didn’t listen 
the first time: “Why do you want 
to hear it again?’ (Verse 27.) 
I wonder what the tone of the 
next question was: ‘Do you too 
want to become his disciples?” 
It could have been sarcastic but 
I rather expect that the simple 
man asked it hopefully. 

This exchange of words 
brought a reversion to something 
which seemed substantial enough 
to the Pharisees. They knew that 
God had spoken to Moses but 
they didn’t know anything about 
this man. (Verse 29.) The man 
who had been healed came forth 
with some real logic, following 
this word. He may have had a 
touch of irony in his words as 
he said that this was indeed a 
great surprise that someone 
should come along that the ex- 
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The Scripture 
John 9:24-38 
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perts did not even know, “and yet 
he opened my eyes.” (Verse 30.) 
This being the case, he obviously 
was sent from God because ‘‘God 
does not listen to_ sinners.” 
(Verse 31.) 

You would not want to push 
the meaning of this last state- 
ment to make it mean something 
that it does not mean. Of course, 
we know from all of the ministry 
of Jesus that God does hear the 
prayers of a penitent sinner. 
Otherwise, we would not have 
any hope of salvation. What the 
man was saying here was that 
sinners could not do God’s work. 
Obviously, Jesus was not a sin- 
ner or God would not have done 
his wonderful work through him. 

It is made quite clear that 
Jesus is not simply a greater 
medical man than anyone else. 
The one who was healed knew 
that nothing like his experience 
had happened “since the world 


began.” (Verse 32.) He was 
thoroughly convinced that this 
was a direct intervention of God 
in the midst of his own personal 
history and that Jesus was the 
instrument of God’s will. None of 
the arguments about breaking the 
law could change his mind. 

This settled the argument. The 
Pharisees had nothing else to 
say. So, they acted. They re- 
minded the man: “You were born 
in utter sin, and would you teach 
us?” (Verse 34.) They believed 
according to their standards, that 
if he were born blind this was 
due to sin. How could such a 
one tell the learned men what 
they ought to do. This was the 
final stroke, so far as they were 
concerned, but it was a very 
weak one. The only thing they 
could do was to cast him out. 

As it turned out, the man who 
was healed did not know very 
much about Jesus. When Jesus 


Meaning for Today 


E LIVE in the age of sci- 

ence. The scientific ap- 
proach constantly influences our 
thinking. We are interested in 
facts—things that can be ex- 
amined with the senses or demon- 
strated. A religion of mysticism 
or theory has little appeal. 

We want a religion that can be 
demonstrated so we can see the 
results. The answer which the 
blind man gave to the Jews fits 
perfectly into this pattern of 
thought—“. One thing I 
know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” Here was the argu- 
ment that could not be refuted. 

Are there facts taken from con- 
temporary life which can be pre- 
sented to support faith in Christ? 
I have in my library a recently 
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by John Park Winkler 


published Fact Book for 1959- 
60, published by The United 
Christian Missionary Society, 
which has 125 pages of facts 
about the work of our Churches 
around the world. The effect of 
world missions is a clear demon- 
stration of how Christ replaces 
the darkness with light. It is 
not religion of theory or the sup- 
positions of mystics; it is a reli- 
gion of facts which can be ob- 
served by all. 

These facts protray such things 
as the blind and crippled being 
healed in mission hospitals; chil- 
dren and youth being taught to 
read and to think for themselves; 
lepers being given loving care; 
and new Churches arising in 
formerly pagan communities. 


spoke to him after he had been 
thrown out and asked if he be- 
lieved in the Son of man, he got 
an interesting answer. The man 
said, ‘And who is he, sir, that I 
may believe in him?” He believed 
in Jesus, for he knew what Jesus 
had done. He didn’t know any- 
thing about the idea of Son of 
man. However, if Jesus said that 
one should believe in him, the 
man was perfectly willing to do 
so. When Jesus acknowledged 
his Sonship, the man said, “Lord, 
I believe.” (Verse 38.) 

How simple and yet how pro- 
found the experience of this les- 
son is. The learned people couldn’t 
learn the real truth. Their partial 
learning blinded their eyes. The 
man who was physically blind and 
didn’t have very much learning 
according to the standards of the 
Pharisees, learned rapidly. Hav- 
ing learned, he obeyed and wor- 
shiped. 


These things are happening be- 
cause of Christ. 

Christianity had its beginning 
in a fact of history. It continues 
as a Vital living influence because 
it relates to the facts of every- 
day experience. What happened 
almost two thousand years ago 
continues to happen. The blind 
are made to see through the in- 
fluence of Christ. Men who walk 
in the darkness of fear and igno- 
rance are brought to the light of 
love and truth. Even if we were 
to reject the record of Biblical 
history we would still have a 
basis for faith in Christ by what 
we can see happening in our own 
day. 

There are many kinds of blind- 
ness. As chairman of the sight 
conservation committee of a local 
Lions Club I am made aware of 
the tragedy of physical blind- 
ness. But it is not as tragic as 
the blindness which occurs when 
men allow prejudice and fear to 
shut out the truth. I believe that 
Jesus was more concerned with 
men who closed their eyes to the 
truth than he was with men who 
were physically blind. 
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Debacle Is Costly 
But Churches Grow 


New Congo Report 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—American mis- 
sionaries are taking “calculated 
risks” in the Congo in their efforts 
to aid Congolese to achieve stability 
and independence in the face of in- 
creasing political and economic un- 
rest, a Disciple missionary leader 
reported this week. 

Dr. Robert G. Nelson, in a report 
to trustees of the United Christian 
Missionary Society, makes it clear 
that the crisis “is far from over.” 

He spoke of figures of 200 Congo- 
lese deaths per day due to starva- 
tion, economic strangulation 
possible ‘Balkanization” or splitting 
of the Congo into separate states 

. struggling educational efforts 
and increased needs for missionary 
support. 


Dr. Nelson stated that his im- 
pressions, following his recent re- 
turn from the Congo, were... “re- 


grets for much of what has hap- 
pened, real thanksgiving for the 
strength of a substantial number of 
Christian-mission-trained leaders, 
and apprehension in the knowledge 
that the crisis is by no medns over. 

“It is no exaggeration but perhaps 
a low estimate, that 200 Congolese 
die every day of starvation as fa- 
mine sweeps east-central areas. “A 
major factor in this development has 
been that Congolese have been up- 
rooted and separated from their 
homes and villages. Take a Con- 
golese away from his garden and 
you starve him!” he added. 

The cost of the Congo debacle, 
which has dashed hopes of a stable 
government immediately is almost 
beyond estimate. He estimates that 
“the present total cost to just Chris- 
tian Church missions is at least 
$250,000 now, with another $250,- 
000 to be needed within six months.” 


At the same time, Dr. Nelson 
expressed thanksgiving for the 
closer ties between U. S. missionaries 
and Congolese Christians. Speaking 
of the new situation he said; “in- 
terdependence has drawn them even 
closer in a common task. 


“It was interesting to see some 
of the ways in which Congolese, 
elevated to new positions of author- 
ity, were able to demand discipline 
over their own people. Previously 
the Congolese had been very jealous 
of their prerogatives in electing 
their own representatives in meet- 
ings.” 
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But, he went on, when the auton- 
omous Church of Christ Assembly 
was being organized in November, 
“to the surprise of all present, they 
chose to elect their first chairman 
from among missionary staff.” 

Church attendance in the churches 
of Disciples, located in the Equator 
Province, is running high—equal to 
or higher than before independence. 

“However, previously self-support- 
ing or nearly self-supporting church- 
es, particularly those in the back 
country, have severe losses in in- 
come due to unemployment. Teach- 
ers and ministers have been helped 
by Christians, who provide them with 
food from their gardens.” 

Dr. Nelson explained that Chris- 
tian-Churches’ related congregations 
have a combined membership of 
more than 125,000 members. 


Disciples Plan First 
Music Workshop 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—A strategy 
meeting of Christian Churches’ 
musicians held at The College of 
the Bible here, Jan. 6-7, resulted 
in tentative plans for an historic 
meeting in August, 1962, when 
the first national church music 
workshop is to be held. 

Karl H. Croel of the department of 
church development, The United 
Christian Missionary Society, said 
plans are being formulated by the 
committee for the establishment of 
a national organization of musicians 
of the Christian Churches at the 
1962 workshop. 

The purpose of the national or- 
ganization would be to provide fel- 
lowship and a sharing of ideas and 
information toward more effective 
music in worship and the whole life 
of our churches. 

Arthur Wake of The College of 
the Bible was elected temporary 
chairman of the planning council. 
Mr. Croel was chosen administrative 
secretary. 

Persons interested in this organiza- 
tion may receive further informa- 
tion by writing to: Karl H. Croel, 
222 S. Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 
7, Ind. 

The council is seeking. the names 
and addresses of all Christian 
Churches’ musicians and other per- 
sons interested in church music. 

The next meeting of the planning 
council will be May 1-2 at Missions 
Building in Indianapolis. 


Indianapolis Minister Succeeds 
The Late Cleveland Kleihauer 


Myron C. Cole to 
Hollywood-Beverly 





St. Louis (Special/)—Myron C. 


Cole, for five years minister of 
Central Christian Church, Indian- 
apolis, will become minister of 


Hollywood-Beverly Christian Church, 
Los Angeles, March 15. 


Dr. Cole succeeds the late Cleve- 
land Kleihauer, who was for 25 
years pastor of the Hollywood-Bev- 
erly Church before he died suddenly 
in September, 1960. 


For ten years minister of First 
Christian Church, Portland, Ore., be- 
fore his pastorate in Indianapolis, 
Dr. Cole has served the brotherhood 
in many capacities. He serves as a 
director of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches and 
the Council on Christian Unity and 
he is a member of the publication 
committee for World Call. 


During his service in Indianapolis, 
Dr. Cole has been president of the 
Christian Church Union of Greater 
Indianapolis, a member of the ex- 
ecutive board of the Church Federa- 
tion of Greater Indianapolis and 
chairman of the program commit- 
tee for the International Convention 
assembly in 1957. 


Dr. Cole serves as chairman of the 
department of public relations of 
the International Convention and he 
has served on the program commit- 
tee of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples). 
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Transylvania College 
Reports on Expansion 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Transylvania 
College has completed almost $1,- 
000,000 of its $3,250,000 ten-year ex- 
pansion and development program 
during the past year, Dr. Irvin E. 
Lunger, president of Transylvania, 
reported here recently to the col- 
lege’s Board of Curators. 

“Increasing enrollment caused the 
college to advance construction 
schedules on several projects planned 
for 1961 and 1962 to this past year,” 
Dr. Lunger told the curators. He 
stated that the college “has made 
notable accomplishments in the first 
year of its Plan for the Sixties.” 

Highlight of the year’s physical 
improvements at the college oc- 
curred on Dec. 11 with the formal 
dedication of two new buildings, 
the William M. Haupt Humanities 
Building and Hazelrigg Hall, a new 
dormitory for men. 

Together the two buildings repre- 
sent a total expenditure of $750,000 
by Transylvania. The Haupt build- 
ing replaced the old College of the 
Bible building while Hazelrigg Hall 
is an additional building on the cam- 
pus. 

The past year at the college also 
saw the renovation of the school’s 
heating plant and the installation 
of a new boiler at a cost of $45,- 
000. A modernized campus lighting 
system was also installed during the 
early Fall months. 

Another area greatly strengthened 
over the past year was Transyl- 
vania’s functional library. The col- 
lege received a $24,500 grant to 
purchase volumes in the fields of 
philosophy, religion, psychology and 
history. During the year Transyl- 
vania was also able to furnish and 
equip a rare book room with a 
$15,000 gift from Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Bennett Farris of Richmond, Ky. 

Looking ahead to the future, Dr. 
Lunger called the attention of the 
curators to several major projects 
which the college feels must be ac- 
complished during the remainder of 
the sixties. 

He mentioned in particular the 
restoration and renovation of Mor- 
rison, the construction of a new 
Fine Arts building and Little Theater 
and additions to Forrer Hall and the 
Science building. 

Transylvania also plans to replace 
or renovate Ewing Hall, Ella Jones 
Hall and to build a new student 
center. Other plans include the 
equipping of the Museum of Early 
Philosophical and Scientific Appar- 
atus and the Rare Medical Library 
in the new Haupt building as well 
as the modern language laboratory 
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in the Haupt building. 

The college’s library also will need 
additional volumes and furnishings 
during the next few years. And, as 
with many institutions, Transylvania 
has a parking problem on its cam- 
pus and estimates that $60,000 will 
soon be needed to purchase property 
to provide sufficient parking to 
handle the college’s needs in the 
sixties. 


Student Center Planned 


CLAREMONT, CALIF.—The Disciples’ 
student center building to be erected 
here on the campus of the Southern 
California School of Theology at 
Claremont seems a bit nearer reality. 
The first contribution toward the 
building was made recently by the 
Little White Chapel of Burbank, 
Calif. 

Announcement of the gift of $100 
was made by Gilford Olmstead, 
president of the Disciples Seminary 
Foundation, at its December meet- 
ing. This foundation carries the 
responsibility of representing the 
Christian churches in their sharing 
of the program of education for the 
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ministry as provided here through 
the interdenominational seminary. 

Operational funds of the founda- 
tion are received largely through 
Unified Promotion, however’ the 
building fund money must be devel- 
oped through gifts and bequests 
made directly to the Disciples Sem- 
inary Foundation. 

Samuel D. McLean, minister of 
First Christian Church, Riverside, 
Calif., is secretary of the foundation 
and Ewart H. Wyle, minister of 
Torrey Pines Christian Church, La 
Jolla, Calif., is treasurer. 


Winona Fishback Resigns 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Miss Winona 
Fishback, director of sales literature 
for The United Christian Missionary 
Society, has resigned. 

She plans to be married March 1 
to Harry Bodine, publisher of a 


newspaper in Louisville, Colo. 

Miss Fishback attended meetings 
throughout the brotherhood as a 
result of her supervision of many 
literature displays from the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication and the 
United Society. 
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TCU Professor Says 
Homicidal” Drivers 


Big Trattic Hazard 


Fort WorTH, TEXAS—“Aggressive, 
hazardous driving is characteristic 
of persons similar to those with 
suicidal-homjcidal tendencies.” 

So writes A. L. Porterfield, chair- 
man of the sociology department 
here at Texas Christian University, 
in an article on “Traffic Fatalities, 
Suicide and Homicide” published in 
the December issue of the American 
Sociological Review. 

It goes back to a problem worry- 
ing safety experts for years—why 
some drivers don’t care about life 
or limb, either your’s or their own. 
Motor vehicle accidents account for 
nearly 40,000 deaths annually, Dr. 
Porterfield points out. 

Students of this growing problem 
look primarily for technological 
remedies and driver education pro- 
grams for help. But still the fa- 
tality rate grows. 

“Some influences on traffic death 
rates may be other than lack of 
driver education, driver fatigue, de- 
ficiencies of roads or machines, or 
the fact that the driver ‘took one 
for the road,’” Dr. Porterfield sug- 
gests. “And some of these influ- 
ences may have deep roots in driver 
attitudes which cannot be separated 
from a given type of personality.” 

For example, one might predict 
that drivers with little regard for 
their own lives or the lives of others 
would have higher rates of acci- 
dents than drivers who place a high 
value on human life. 

Expanding the theory, if the pop- 
ulation of a given area has a higher 
ratio of persons who do not value 
life than has another area, it may 
then be predicted that the former 
population will experience more 
motor vehicle fatalities than the 
latter. 

From his previous sociological 
studies, Dr. Porterfield has deter- 
mined that this “lack of respect for 
life’ may be estimated by checking 
the suicide-homicide rates in a 
given population area. 

Which gives rise to his hypothesis 
—that a population with a higher 
combined suicide-homicide ratio 
than another population would also 
have a higher ratio of fatal motor 
vehicle accidents. To test his 
theory, he compared statistics on 
motor vehicle deaths and suicide- 
homicide deaths for 60 large US. 
metropolitan areas. 

In nearly every area he found 
that, if there was a high suicide- 
homicide rate, there also was a high 
traffic fatality rate. Conversely, if 
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the suicide-homicide rate was low, 
the corresponding traffic fatality 
rate also was low. 

His discovery also implies that a 
new concept in driver training and 
testing may be needed. ‘Possibly 
we should begin to check the driv- 
er’s attitudes and personality attri- 
butes as closely as we check his 
ability to steer a vehicle during a 
driving test,” he suggests. 


Education Clinics 


Held in 40 Churches 


Since September, 1958, a total of 
40 Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) have had the experience of 
a local church Christian Education 
Clinic, according to the Christian 
Education Department of The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 

The purpose of the clinic is to 
involve all those responsible for the 
education program of the church 
in facing what is happening to the 
persons who participate in the edu- 
cation program. Suggestions for 
follow-up are made. 

During the past two years, state 
offices have cleared schedules and 
have done the follow-up or have 
been there to work with Miss Fan- 
nie Bennett in the local churches 
in their states. Miss Bennett is the 
United Society staff member who 
serves as counselor and _ resource 
person in helping the local church 
set up its Christian Education Clinic. 

Churches in the following states 
have taken part in the pregram or 
soon will: 

West Virginia, South Carolina, 
Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Arkan- 
sas, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, 
Wyoming, Illinois, Louisiana, Capital 
Area and Maryland. 


Caroland Attends Armed 


Forces S.S. Conference 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—George  S. 
Caroland, an editor of youth ma- 
erials in the Division of Local 
Church Curriculum, Christian Board 
of Publication, attended the annual 
Sunday School Curriculum Confer- 
ence sponsored here at the Naval 
Air Station, Jan. 7-13, by the Prot- 
estant Religious Education Advisory 
Group of the Armed Forces Chap- 
lains Board. 

The literature will be used by the 
178,906 military personnel and their 
dependents who are enrolled in over 
600 Sunday schools on military in- 
stallations in the United States and 
overseas. The average Sunday 
school has a weekly attendance of 
150 and the largest ones have an 
attendance of over 1,000. 
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Ordained 





CHARLES F. HIGHTOWER was 
ordained to the Christian ministry 
Dec. 4, 1960, at the Christian Church 
in Simpsonville, Ky. A 51-year-old 
layman, he had served the church 
in many capacities for several years 
and recently completed the lay min- 
istry study course under the guid- 
ance and counsel of J. Proctor Rig- 
gins and William H. Corley. James 
A. Moak, general secretary of the 
Christian Churches of Kentucky, 
served as chairman of the ordina- 
tion council. 


$45,000 Mortgage Burned 
At Toledo, Ohio, Church 


TOLEDO, OHIO—A $45,000 mortgage 
was burned here at East Christian 
Church on Dec. 18. The mortgage 
was on the education building which 
was erected in 1956 at a cost of 
approximately $85,000 including 
some new furnishings. In addition 
other improvements have been made 
to the church plant. E. P. Schaich 
is the minister. 


Robert Bond Now With 
Chicago Disciples Union 


CHICAGO, ILL.—Robert Bond as- 
sumed the duties here as executive 
secretary of the Chicago Disciples 
Union on Jan. 1, 1961. 

Mr. Bond came to the position here 
from a four-year ministry with the 
Hillcrest Christian Church in Belle- 
ville, Ill. 


THE CHRISTIAN 





Rmoertwwoi mac & 





Brotherhood News 





800 Friends Help 
Observe 80th Birthday 





—Photo by Princeton Post-Telegraph 


PRINCETON, Mo.—First Christian 
Church sponsored an old-fashioned 
sing here in the school auditorium 
recently when nearly 800 people 
came together to help C. E. Nichols, 
retired Christian church minister, 
observe his 80th birthday. 


Mr. Nichols is shown in the photo 
as he directed a choir of 134 persons 
at the sing, including several of his 
own children and grand-children. 


Over 400 letters and cards were 
received by Mr. Nichols including 
greetings from former President 
Eisenhower, Senator Symington, 
former Governor Blair, Representa- 
tive Clarence Cannon, A. Dale Fiers, 
Perry E. Gresham and Lester Rick- 
man. 

During his 57 years in the Chris- 
tian ministry Mr. Nichols served 
more than 20 churches, including 
two pastorates here with First 
Church. Presently he is serving 
as ad interim minister to the Laredo, 
Mo., Christian Church. He served 
three terms as mayor of this city 
and 12 years as secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 


Surely Your Heart Will Open 
To One of These Korean Orphans 





Choose One of These to Sponsor—How Can Anyone Refuse? 
They Cry Out for Comfort, Love, Warmth, Food and Clothing. 


Only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—covers complete care, in- 
cluding school tuition which is not free in Korea. Each child has a 
heart-breaking story. 


Darling little Myeong Shin, Number K-1 above, and her brother lost 
their father who died of T.B. a month after she was born. The mother 
had no money or income. She had to beg for her children, carrying them with her as she went 
from door to door. Finally, exhausted and deep in despair, she brought them to the Pusan 
city authorities who placed them in our Korean Christian Orphanage. 


Number K-10 above is Oh Bok Hwan. His father died the month the child was born, leaving 
no money or property. The mother, after trying desperately to feed and clothe herself and child, 
suddenly disappeared, abandoning Oh Bok Hwan. An uncle cared for him for three months 
and then he, too, died. Oh Bok Hwan was found on the road, wandering, begging and crying. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 


Now he is cared for in our orphanage in Daechun which is desperately in need of many new 
sponsors. Every child is waiting to have a loving foster ‘‘Daddy and Mommie"! You can ask 
a friend to be a co-sponsor with you—only $4 each per month—or interest your Sunday School, 
Bible Class, Youth Group, Ladies Society, etc. Thus you will help train a possible future 
Christian leader in Korea. 


Korea has more orphans than any other nation we know of due to the ravages of war, poverty 
and disease. Babies are abandoned and beggar boys roam the streets with no place to sleep 
except under bridges and in doorways. Could you see the abject misery so prevalent, your 
heart would be moved to help us get more children into our orphanages where they would 
have loving Christian care, happiness and health. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
The ESEA is caring for over 
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Dept. CT-2 4848 N. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 


(181) 21 





Brotherhood News 


This Week's Chain 
Of Prayer Churches 


The following Christian Churches 
are participating this week in the 
Chain of Prayer, a round-the-clock 
prayer vigil, sponsored by the De- 
partment of Evangelism, The United 
Christian Missionary Society: 


February 5— 

Ingleside Church, Phoenix, Ariz., 
George J. Schilling, minister. 

First Church, Princeton, W. Va., 
Norman G. Crawford, minister. 


February 6— 

First Church, Madras, 
Naff, minister. 

Capitol Hill Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, Thomas W. Foglesong, minister. 
February 7— 

First Church, Paris, 
Mecoy, minister. 

First Church, Seymour, Texas, B. 
Robert Devin, minister. 


Ore., Jack 


Texas, Don 


February 8— 

Christian Church, Mather, Pa., 
Stanley Carpenter, minister. 
February 9— 


Laud and Saturn Unity, Columbia 
City, Ind., J. William Weber, min- 
ister. 


February 10— 
First Church, Wilmington, N. C., 
David L. Alexander, minister. 
Christian Church, Bedford, Va., 
Richard M. Hedrick, minister. 

West Side Church, Portsmouth, 
Va., Glenn S. Weaver, minister. 
First Church, Coral Gables, 

Luther M. Cole, minister. 
South Side Church, Kokomo, Ind., 
Harold E. Cline, minister. 


February 11— 


Fla., 


Christian Church, Rockport, Ind., 
L. Paul Brock, minister. 
Central Church, Kalispell, Mont., 


Glenn Warner, minister. 
First Church, Mound Valley, Kan., 
George B. Campbell, minister. 


Claysville Church Burns 


Mortgage on New Annex 


CLAYSVILLE, Pa.—The_ Christian 
Church here recently held a mort- 
gage-burning service on its new 
church school and social rooms an- 
nex. Participants in the service in- 
cluded the minister, A. Boyd Keys; 
Gaylord Sheller, chairman of the 
board of trustees; and Earl Beattie, 
chairman of the board. 

The new two-story annex, dedi- 
cated in 1958 at a cost of $16,000, 
consists of church school rooms, bap- 
tistry, extension of dining room and 
rest room facilities. 

Other activities for the day in- 
cluded a covered dish dinner. 
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Lynchburg College 
Students Arrested 


LYNCHBURG, Va.—Six students 
charged with trespassing during a 
sit-in demonstration here Dec. 14 
were sentenced to 30 days in jail. 
They are free on $1,000 bonds pend- 
ing an appeal scheduled to be heard 
Feb. 7. 

The students, four white and two 
Negro, included James E. Hunter, 19, 
Indianapolis, and George Terrill 
Brumback, 20, Arlington, Va. Both 
are students here at Lynchburg 
College. 


—Christian Unity 
(Continued from page 5.) 


important, if not more so, than 
talk. By his attitude, his actions, 
his character a person shows his 
love or contempt for another. 

When a person walks on the 
street and looks away from 
others—does not count them in- 
dividuals, does not take them 
into himself, his personality, his 
compassion—he shows he is in- 
different to their needs, hopes 
and religious aspirations. But 
when someone is radiant to 
friend and unknown alike, he 
shows the Christ-like spirit. By 
manner and bearing, a Christian 
symbolically conveys his respect 
for others that God holds to be 
precious. 

There are so many different 
concepts of Christian unity and 
so many plans for obtaining it. 
One step in communication is to 
clarify misunderstanding by de- 
fining terms. People need to see 
the areas of current cooperation 
and realize how they could lead 
to or could hinder union. 

One reason that there is so 
much apathy toward union is 
that individuals do not feel any 
current proposals would bring a 
halt to the disunity. What they 
need is more trust, more faith 
that if they seek understanding 
the mystery will unveil itself. 

In small study groups, an en- 
tire congregation can discuss dif- 
ferent aspects of unity—the op- 
position, apathy, means of moti- 
vation, the strength of the desire 
for union, the obstacles, prob- 
lems, new directions. When a 








new member enters the church, 
he can be told at length about 
the Disciples historic plea for 
unity and its implications. 

There needs to be research on 
the power of the motivation for 
unity among laymen and minis- 
ters, as well as the forces which 
retard the movement. 

At civic luncheon club meet- 
ings, ministers can explain their 
faith and their desires for unity 
—or their fears concerning mis- 
guided efforts. 

It is at the personal level of 
informal conversation that the 
deep communication of enthusi- 
asm and sincerity for unity can 
and should occur. Frank, honest 
talks can lead to understanding, 
new appreciation of others, and 
unforseen new plans for achiev- 
ing unity. There can be bio- 
graphical reports on the great 
leaders of the movement. 

Most important, in prayerful 
communication, a person should 
seek a knowledge of God’s wishes 
concerning unity. 

And then the Christian, fol- 
lowing the advice of Ephesians 
(4:15), should go forth: 

fl speaking the truth in 
love.” 


1961 edition 


Federal Tax 
PRIMER 
for Clergymen 
by J C Cassel, C.P.A. 


10F474 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Tour 
TO EGYPT AND THE HOLY LAND 
30 Days 
Departure: July 23, 1961 


Visit: Cairo, Luxor, Beirut, Balbek, Damascus, 
Jerash, Ammon, Jericho, Jerusalem, Nablus, 
Hebron, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Nazareth. 
See also: Athens, Rome, Paris. 

VIA AIR FRANCE 
Inclusive cost from New York to New York 
$1498.00 
For detailed brochure write to 


DR. E. ROBERT ANDRY (Tour Conductor) 
Butler University, Indianapolis 7 
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GRUENINGER TOURS, State Teachers Bldg. 
150 W. Market Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Lf Cheerful 
; Flavor 
by Kelly O’Neall 


Denver, Colorado 


If for friendship you are pining, don’t waste energy in whining, 
Telling how you’ve been neglected and abused. 

People never will admire you; nor in any way desire you, 
When you peddle troubles they are not amused. 


Friendship is appreciation. It’s a genial, gay, relation. 
We make chums of those we find we can respect. 

We may pity those complainers who shed tears to fill containers; 
But as friends they’re not the ones that we select. 


If you want the people’s favor, give yourself a cheerful flavor; 
Don’t go bellowing about your woes and ills. 

You’ve a side you’ve revealing; smile and thaw that frigid feeling. 
Folks don’t choose for cronies those who give them chills. 


Books Received 


QUESTIONS GOD ASKS. By Hunter Beckelhymer. 
Abingdon Press. 142 pages. $2.50. 


WE WROTE THE GOSPELS. By John Calvin Reid. 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 61 pages. 
$2. 


THE UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES. Introduction by 
Gerald 0. McCulloh. The Upper Room. 352 pages. 
Price not given (Paper). 


GOD MADE ME NEW. By Burnice Luck. Broadman 
Press. 70 pages. (Paper) Price not given. 


MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 





Price List on Request 
H. LEONARD & SONS 
Grand Raplds 2, Mich. 


MOTHER: Send for This! 


38 Fulton St. West 


Le a tui teeee 


Every parent should have this 
— a ~, about 
chi raining. It is free; no 
mn obligation. Simply address 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION 


Pleasant Hill, Ohio 













Dept. 1772 Covers all ages 


Oa 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD’ 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 


in 45 minute color-sound. 


Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 


Looking Ahead? Look to... 







Don't miss any of these NEW features! 


Advance Copy In this newly created column, popular 
Disciple expert, Richard E. Lentz, tells how to develop 
leaders in every phase of church activity, reveals how 


various churches are currently developing their own 
leaders. 


houghts in the Night Personal meditations about the simple 
things in life we all face. It is written by Dr. Frank Pippin, 


the sensitive poet, whose prose also rings with encouragement 
for a happier life. 


Rhyme and Reason Retired Denver minister, Kelly O’Neall, 
pens homespun, pleasant-to-read poetry as he once did in the 
Denver Post. Appears alternately with Dr. Pippin’s column. 


Distinguished Disciples Informative biographies of past prominent 
Disciples in various walks of life. Slated to run after the present 
series of contemporary biographies has been completed. 


We’ve Been Asked Brotherhood agency heads - 
answer your queries on any aspect of their s 


CHRISTIAN BOARD Or ae 


work. 
OF PUBLICATION 


BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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Brotherhood News 


Church Fair Held ‘ 
At Indian Mission 


“Let’s go to the Fair.” “How 
many blue ribbons did you win?” 
“My, what beautiful displays.” “Just 
look at that handiwork.” 


These enthusiastic comments were 
overheard at the first annual Church 
Fair held at Yakima Indian Chris- 
tian Mission, White Swan, Washing- 
ton. 


Twenty different families entered 
exhibits, which were judged by 
three county extension agents and 
a state garden club official. 

Garden produce, hobbies, sewing 
and needle work, baking, beadwork, 
preserved foods and floral arrange- 
ments constituted the categories 
that were attractively displayed. 


A purpose of the fair was to help 
all see more clearly what could be 
accomplished by engaging in con- 
structive activities within the home. 

The judges carefully explained 
how they judged each item and also 
pointed out the advantages of care- 
fully making, growing and prepar- 
ing items for family use. 


BCE Representatives to 
Puerto Rico and Jamaica 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—In January 
three staff representatives of the 
Board of Church Extension made a 
three-week tour of conferences and 
clinics with Disciple churches in 
Puerto Rico and Jamaica. 


Making the trip were Harold R. 
Watkins, Rollin V. Mosher and 
Donald E. Mitchell. 


The primary purpose of the trip 
was to determine how and to what 
extent the Board of Church Exten- 
sion will be able to assist our 
churches in these two fields to 
establish and ffinance 30 new 
churches projected for the 1960's. 


Some 93 loans, totaling almost 
$4,000,000 have been granted in 
Puerto Rico since Church Extension 
first moved into this mission field 
with financial assistance in 1949. 
Approximately half of this amount 
has been interest-free. 


Named Senate Chaplain 


HELENA, MONT.—Roland S. Rasar, 
minister of the First Christian 
Church here, was appointed chaplain 
of the Montana State Senate for its 
37th legislative session, at the Demo- 
cratic caucus held here. Mr. Rasar 
was sworn into office by Lieutenant 
Governor Tim M. Babcock Jan. 22. 
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Singing Evangelist 





Photo by Curtis 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—Miss 
Wanda Kennedy, contralto soloist, 
who served as a soloist for the 
World Convention of Churches of 
Christ in Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
the National Evangelistic Associa- 
tion in Louisville, has released a 
new record album of hymns and 
spirituals entitled “Songs at Even- 
tide” and distributed by the Broad- 
man Press of Nashville, Tenn. 

She has served as soloist for three 
Oklahoma City churches and is 
presently soloist here for First Chris- 
tian Church. She currently has a 
radio program sponsored by the 
Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma and 
appears on a weekly television se- 
ries over WKY-TV. 


Miss Kennedy has appeared as 
guest soloist with the Oklahoma 
City Symphony Orchestra and has 
sung in many oratorios presented in 
the Southwest. She has sung re- 
peatedly for the Masonic Consistory 
programs throughout the state of 
Oklahoma. Currently she is ful- 
filling engagements singing for civic 
and church functions including 
many evangelistic services and sa- 
cred concerts. She is available 
throughout the country. 







Tour the Middle East and 


Holy § 
Land 


Visit Egypt, Luxor, Lebanon, Syria, the Jordan 
Kingdom, Israel, Greece, and Italy in a small 
group with an experienced leader who has 
“lived and been there.’’ Tour departures each 
month. Write today to Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson for descriptive tour folder in care of: 
MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES, 1236 Massachusetts 
Street, Lawrence, Kansas. gee 


Maupintour’*-: 


Middle East Tour Specialists 








United Society 
Honors Long-Time 


Workers With Pins 


INDIANAPOLIS—Twenty-five work- 
ers in Christian education and world 
missions for the Christian Churches 
(Disciples) were honored here re- 
cently by The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Pins were presented to those re- 
siding in Indianapolis and sent to 
three others: Miss Bertha Hanna, 
for 30 years a secretary of the Chris- 
tian Churches’ offices for Ohio, at 
Cleveland; Henry Hardge of Ed- 
wards, Miss., worker at Mount Beu- 
lah Christian Center; and Theodore 
Beasley, worker at Hazel Green 
Academy, Hazel Green, Ky. 


Honored for 30 years’ service in 
addition to Miss Hanna was Miss 
Velva Dreese, associate executive 
secretary of the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship and former missionary 
to the Philippines. 


For 25 years’ service—Mrs. Mae 
Yoho Ward, executive secretary of 
Latin America department and 
former missionary to Argentina; and 
Miss Katherine Schutze, national di- 
rector of business women’s activi- 
ties, organizer of world mission 
tours. 


Fifteen years’ service—Walter D. 
Cardwell, field representative and 
former missionary to the Congo; 
Josephine Combs, treasury; Mrs. De- 
Fawn Cradick, Christian education; 
Mrs. Mary Drum, transcribing; Ma- 
reta Smoot, world outreach educa- 
tion. 


Ten years—James L. Ballinger, 
Christian education; Mrs. Doris 
Bolen, addressograph; Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Brown, CWF; Mrs. Betsy 
Collins, church development; Mrs. 
Anita Newsom, world outreach edu- 
cation; Dale W. Medearis, church 
development; and Donald F. West, 
World Mission. 


Five—Mrs. Hazel Armstrong, 
church development; Leta Bradney, 
CWF; Mrs. LaVerne Burkett, serv- 
ice; Robert A. Fangmeier, Christian 
action and community service; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Johnston, resources and 
interpretation; Mrs. Vivian Miller, 
church development; and Mrs. Edna 
Sanders, mail forwarding. 


Two additional missionaries, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stanley Sewell, received 
five-year pins Nov. 29, at a meeting 
of the Division of World Mission 
staff. The Sewells are missionaries 
to Thailand. Mrs. Mayble Epp pre- 
sented the pins. Prayer was offered 
by Virgil A. Sly, executive chair- 
man of the division. 
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MOTION PICTURE REVIEWS 


THESE REVIEWS of current motion pictures are 
provided by the Protestant Motion Picture Council, in 
cooperation with United Church Women and the Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A 


THE CROWNING EXPERIENCE 


(Produced by Moral Re-Arma- 
ment) 


Based on the life of Dr. Mary Mac- 
Leod Bethune, the film tells of a 
Negro woman, the daughter of slave 
parents, who achieves a dream of 
building a college where people of 
her race can get the benefits of an 
education they have not before been 
able to secure. It shows some of 
her personal problems, as a self- 
willed daughter and a son-in-law, 
who is deluded by Communism, 
rebel against her and all that she 
has lived for. 

When the accomplishments of 
many years are behind her, she ac- 
cepts the invitation of a friend to 
visit Mackinac Island, where the 
world-wide movement of Moral Re- 


A Texas railroad man 
testifies . . . 


GOD MADE ME NEW 
by Burnice Luck 








Armament is attracting followers 
from all over the globe. In the 
tributes to her of those present she 
is inspired to confess her short- 
comings. Some, who have been 
blind to her success because of her 
race, give public testimony of their 
change of heart. The daughter and 
son-in-law realize how wrong they 
have been and gratefully join her 
in a new dedication of their lives 
to a better way. It is assumed that 
her association with MRA is the 
crowning experience of her life. 
The picture is an attempt at 
drama which would teach a lesson. 
Music is made much of, with char- 
acters often spontaneously singing, 
yet it is not a musical in the ordi- 
nary sense. Muriel Smith’s singing 
is beautiful. The musical score for 
background music is good. Whether 
one favors MRA or not, this film 
might have been an inspiring presen- 
tation of its precepts, but it lacks 
subtlety and is often’ turgidly 


propagandistic. Christian ideals are 
not presented clearly. However, for 
some, this picture may be a deeply 
moving religious experience. 


CINDERFELLA 


(Jerry Lewis. 
lease) 


Paramount Re- 


A modern-day farce in Techni- 
color of the old fairy tale “Cinder- 
ella” in which the sex of characters 
is reversed so that the down-trod- 
den Cinderella becomes Cinderfella 
with two greedy brothers and a 
Princess Charmein. Jerry Lewis as 
Fella directs and acts in this slow- 
paced, too-little-action story. 

As he flees the ball at midnight, 
he loses his shoe and is trailed by 
Princess Charmein (Anna Marie AI- 
berghetti). Ed Wynn hovers be- 
tween the comedian and the 
straight actor in his ridiculous part 
as the Fairy Godfather. Judith An- 
derson as the wicked stepmother is 
not entirely out of character. 

Settings are elaborate in and 
around a large estate which include 
the attic and cellar of Fella’s do- 
main. There are snatches of a few 
pleasant tunes introduced by Fella, 
with the help of Count Baise’s band. 


Here is the personal testimony of a rail- 
road man who turned his back on alcohol- 
ism, gambling, and paganism to become 
a twentieth-century ‘‘prodigal son’’ and 
the humble servant of a forgiving Christ. 
The story is not a pretty one, but the story 
of sin never is. It is a true and simple 
account of victory which effectively pre- 
sents Christ as the only hope for those who 
have lost all hope. Told in the first person. 
Order your copy today, and order one for 
a friend, too. $1.00 


At your favorite bookseller 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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QUESTION: I have heard that a 
minister can still get into Social 
Security. Is this true? I thought 
Sept. 15, 1957, was the deadline. 


ANSWER BY: Hollis L. Turley, presi- 
dent, Pension Fund of Christian 
Churches, Indianapolis, Ind. 


ES, ministers can still get into 

Federal Social Security. We had 
not heard of the September 15, 1957, 
deadline until we received your let- 
ter. The deadline originally was 
April 15, 1957. This was extended 
to the same date in 1959. The 
1960 session of Congress extended 
it again to April 15, 1962. Most 
Social Security authorities believe 
this will be the last extension. 

It should be understood that or- 
dained ministers do not automatic- 
ally come under Federal Social 
Security as do most other citizens. 
They are excluded and must 
“waive” their exclusion in order to 
have coverage. 

It should also be understood that, 
for the purpose of Federal Income 
taxes and Social Security taxes, min- 
isters are regarded (and pay their 
taxes) as_ self-employed persons. 
The church can not withhold and/ 
or pay these federal taxes on the 
salaries of their ordained, licensed 
or commissioned ministers. 

To qualify himself and his de- 
pendents for Social Security benefits, 
the minister who is not presently 
covered should take the following 
steps: 


1. He should secure a_ Social 
Security Card (if he does not al- 
ready have one) from the Social 
Security Office. 

2. He should secure from the In- 
ternal Revenue office, and _ sign, 
Treasury Department Form 2031, 
“Waiver Certificate For Use By Min- 
isters.” By this action he becomes 
subject to the Social Security tax 
at the self-employed rate and in due 
course he is eligible for benefits un- 


Please address all questions to 
The Editor, “The Christian,’ Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Mo. We will for- 
ward them to the one most likely 
to know the answer. 
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WE'VE BEEN ASKED 


Where the agency heads answer your thoughtful questions on any 


aspect of their work. 


der the regular Social Security 
rules. 

If this form is signed before April 
15, 1961, coverage may be elected 
to begin with 1959. This would be 
the most advantageous to a minis- 
ter not presently covered. If the 
form is not signed until after this 
date but before the deadline of April 
15, 1962, coverage may begin with 
1960. 

In certain extraordinary circum- 
stances, coverage may be earlier 
than this if one has been properly 
reporting his self-employed earnings 
and paying the taxes, but the min- 
ister should check with his Social 
Security Office before attempting 
this. 

Students and others who are yet 
to be ordained must wait until their 
ordination to elect coverage. 

3. He should use Schedule “C” 
when making his Federal Income 
tax reports, and pay the F. I. C. A. 
(Social Security) tax at the self- 
employed rate each year his annual 
net earnings exceed $400.00. No 


F. I. C. A. taxes are paid if the net 
earnings are less than $400.00 an- 
nually. None are paid on net earn- 
ings (including parsonage, but ex- 
cluding “business expense’) above 
$4,800.00 annually. 


The Pension Fund provides free 
of charge a Lasser Tax Guide in De- 
cember of each year. This guide 
will help the minister compute both 
his Federal Income and Social Se- 
curity tax. Ministers who did not 
receive this booklet in December for 
use in the tax paying period of 
January 1—April 15, 1961, are invited 
to write for a copy. 

A new pamphlet titled “Dear Mr. 
Clergyman” (OASI-33J) is available 
at district Social Security offices. It 
explains in detail how to obtain So- 
cial Security coverage for ministers. 

Over 2,000 Social Security book- 
lets showing the new 1960 law 
changes were distributed by the 
Pension Fund at the Louisville Con- 
vention. A limited supply of these 
are also available to the ministers 
who write for a copy. 


FAITH 


When sorrow came to me 


I asked for faith to see 


The way ahead; 


That I might find release 


And into paths of peace 


Once more be led. 


By Effie Crawford 


From Light and Shadows 
Copyright by the author 
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The story is that the Board of Church Extension offers a unique opportunity for Christian service 
as well as personal benefit through two savings plans. 


Over $10,000,000 in savings, belonging to churches and individuals throughout the Brotherhood, 
is now at work financing hundreds of Christian church building programs. 


A Church Extension savings account offers assurance that your savings dollar will do much more 
than simply earn interest. Inquire now about the 


314% PASSBOOK PLAN 


4% INVESTMENT CERTIFICATE 


(interest compounded semiannually) 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


Please send further savings plans information to 















Book for Meditation 


Jesus Says to You. By Daniel A. 
Poling. McGraw-Hill. 96 pages. 
$2.95. 


In his book, Jesus Says to You, 
Daniel Poling speaks directly to the 
heart through familiar sayings of 
Jesus—forty of them. With his 
usual clarity of style the author 
takes each aphorism and enhances 
it with anecdotes of his own experi- 
ence. Always told in its original 
setting it loses nothing in timeliness, 
as the final thrust in each saying 
is not Only to those who surrounded 
Jesus during his walk on earth but 
to those who follow him today. 

As a great organist sits at a grand 
console and_ strikes chords long 
familiar but with something added 
that only the sensitive fingers of a 
great artist can bring, so Dr. Poling 
sits at the world’s most majestic 


instrument, the Bible—and sounds 
chords of infinite beauty made 
vibrant with meaning. The linger- 


ing resonance of these notes fashions 
a way of life for purposeful living. 

Very suggestive are the titles that 
cap a familiar story, such as, Trails 
to the Hearts of Men, Hidden 
Workers, and Claim Today. 

It is a book for meditation where- 
in an oft-quoted saying is given 
new meaning as it is touched by the 
sensitive mind of one who has 
experienced deeply along the path- 
way of life—BEULAH G. SQUIRES. 


Wealth of Ideas 


The Bible Herb Book. By Marian 
Maeve O’Brien. The Bethany Press. 


111 pages. $2.95. 
Here’s new adventure in every- 
day living. . . . Aromatic poetry in 


the heavenly essence of saffron and 
anise; rapture in the pungent 
fragrance of tarragon and rosemary; 
joy in the scent of thyme gently 
simmering in butter. Herbs, the very 
“wit” of cooking, bring culinary 
creativeness to new heights now as 
in the Biblical times of Mary and 
Martha. The author’s ten command- 
ments for cooking with herbs and 
spices are based on early Hebrew 
and Christian lore. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


To pique the interest Marian 
O’Brien tantalizes with flavorful sug- 
gestions for herb seasoning and herb 
vinegars. Recipes for herb teas, 
herbal salts, herb pillows and spicy 
potpourri vie with  great-grand- 
mother’s. There are directions for 
herb centerpieces that will lend a 
bewitching spell to dinner tables. 

Gardeners and homemakers will 
want to use the instructions for 
planting herbs in the form of Biblical 
symbols for a savory garden within 
snipping distance of the kitchen. 
A wealth of ideas for women’s clubs 
and community projects and for the 
younger set is included. 

See how the wisdom of herbs in 
ancient times will broaden your un- 
derstanding, enrich your life, and 
make faith and love real to you.— 
Mrs. M. P. BERGMAN. 


Sparkling Aphorisms 


The Gracious Calling of the Lord. 
By Robert John Versteeg. Abingdon 


Press. 142 pages. $2.50. 
Bearing the sub-title “The Dy- 
namics of Evangelism,” this book 


makes a delightfully fresh approach 
to the task of winning people to 
Christ. The first chapter begins with 
the text, “Take up your forks and 
follow me,” and the opening para- 
graph of the last chapter contains 
the statement, “Answering a ques- 
tionnaire is like carrying on a con- 
versation though a keyhole.” Ar- 
resting statements of these kinds are 
scattered plentifully through all four 
parts of the book—The Invitation, 
The Structure of Decision, Refusal, 
and Acceptance. 

Some of the author’s aphorisms 
prod the mind to rebuttal. For ex- 
ample, in the chapter on “The 
Structure of the Invitation,” he 
writes: “We do not belong to the 
Christian family because we believe; 
we believe because we belong—and 
we cannot believe unless we belong. 
We do not follow Christ because 
we believe in him; we believe in 
Christ because we follow him—and 
do not believe unless we follow.” 

It requires some mental gymnas- 
tics for one trained in the evan- 
gelistic formula of Walter Scott to 
orient himself to such a statement, 


without even going into Romans 10 
and Hebrews 11. 

Is the author merely writing as 
a paedo-baptist, in which case one 
is considered to belong to the Chris- 
tian community before he becomes 
a personal believer? Or should we 
go further and raise the question 
of the relevance of the program of 
evangelism traditional among Dis- 
ciples of Christ if one takes an 
existentialist approach to religion? 

Though one should argue with 
the author in several places, the 
book would still be well worth its 
purchase price on account of its 
sparkling aphorisms.—JOHN W. LAM- 
BERT. 


Welcome Guidance 


Handbook of Community Service 
Projects. By Audrey R. and Har- 
leigh B. Trecker. Association Press. 
519 pages. $6.50. 


“Brethren, what shall we do?” 
Although this question was asked of 
Peter a long time ago, it seems 
particularly appropriate in our day. 

Audrey R. and Harleigh B. Trecker 
have given a very adequate answer 
to one aspect of this question. In 
their recently published Handbook 
of Community Service Projects can 
be found an amazing variety of 
“things to do.” 

They are not supporting busy 
work but really get down to fine 
points on service projects that are 
of value both to the community 
and to the persons involved. Advice 
is given and examples cited that 
make it almost impossible for an 
interested group to fail. 

The book is divided into two sec- 
tions. Section I is devoted to a 
very thorough “How to do it” phase. 
Section II is an extremely good in- 
dex of projects that can be under- 
taken by nearly everyone for nearly 
anyone. It is a book that offers 
guidance for those with money that 
want to spend it in the best possible 
way. It is also for those with little 
money but a lot of enthusiasm. It 
is a book that will be welcomed 
by churches, civic clubs, and, indeed, 
any organization that is concerned 
about its community and wants in- 
telligent guidance in doing some- 
thing about it—HarsH J. BRown. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


‘daa 
And settles down to watch 
TV 

His homework doesn’t bother 
him— 


I wish it didn’t bother me. 


HELEN M. WEBSTER 
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INCENTIVE 


A politician who had changed 
his views radically was con- 
gratulated by a friend. 

“fm glad you’ve seen the 
light,” he said. 

“I didn’t see the light,” came 
the terse reply. “I felt the 
heat!” 

TOASTMASTER 


kk * 


GANGWAY 


Somewhere in the offing 
Is a super-market spree, 
Mom’s in the kitchen writing 
Her oughta-buy-ography. 


S. S. Biddle in QUOTE 
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“Oh, there was nothing toit ... 
just a good bedtime story and 
they went sound to sleep.” 
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Living with the Seven Words 
John Alexander McElroy. 47 devo- 
tions which illustrate and interpret 
the seven words in an original and 
striking manner. $2 


Christ and the Hope of Glory 
John Knox. An inspiring statement 
of the real reasons Christians in- 
evitably affirm the hope of everlast- 
ing life. Boards, $1 


With Christ 
In the Upper Room 
Lynn J. Radcliffe. A vivid and in- 
spiring narrative of the events that 
took place in the Upper Room on 
the eve of the crucifixion. $1.50 


With Christ in the Garden 
Lynn J. Radcliffe. This vivid pic- 
ture of Christ in Gethsema’e2 will 
lead men to closer communion with 
God through prayer. $1.50 


Daily Meditations 
On the Seven Last Words 
G. Ernest Thomas. 49 devotions. 
Each week’s devotions are based on 
one word. $2 





The Resurrection 
And the Life 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. A stirring 
declaration of the basic faith of all 
Christians—that Christ arose from 
the dead and lives today. $1 


Personalities of the Passion 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. With pow- 
erful imagination, the author enters 
into the lives and thoughts of those 
present at the Crucifixion. $2.50 






SELECT LENTEN-EASTER READING FROM 


Abin edon ‘Press 


Pocket Size Prayer Books—$1 each (Leatherette bindings) 
Prayers For Livinc by Hazel T. Wilson 






Lenten-Easter Sourcebook 
Charles L. Wallis, editor. An an- 
thology of Lenten preaching and 
worship resources—a wealth of il- 
lustrations, sermon outlines, prayers, 
litanies, etc. $2.95 


The Cross Before Calvary 
Clovis G. Chappell. Messages of 
hope based on the experiences of 
Old Testament men whose lives re- 
veal the spirit of the Cross. $1.50 


The Seven Words 
Clovis G. Chappell. These seven 
sermons interpret the last words 
fromthe cross with a depth of in- 
sight and interpretation. $1.25 


Faces About the Cross 
Clovis G. Chappell. Presented here 
are the persons who took part in the 
crucifixion—with its varying tones 
of humanity and divinity. $2 


Love Speaks from the Cross 
Leslie Badham. These meditations 
help us see the mystery and wonder 
of Christ’s great love and its power 
to transform and redeem. $1 








They Met at Calvary 
W. E. Sangster. Profiles of the peo- 
ple who met at the cross and whose 
only bond was the common desire 


for Christ’s death. $2 


A Plain Man 
Looks at the Cross 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. Here the 
-plain man finds the message of the 
Cross — salvation — presented in a 
manner he can understand. $2.50 





A Prayer Companion by Hazel T. Wilson 
Prayers FoR A Woman’s Day by Josephine Robertson 


New Prayers For A Woman’s Day by Josephine Robertson 


Order from your bookstore 


Abingdon ‘Press Publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





Got Us Farther Along 
Editor, The Christian: 


While I understand what you are 
endeavoring to accomplish in better 
understanding and relations’. be- 
tween our white and colored breth- 
ren in your editorial, “Looking at 
Louisville’ (The Christian, Dec. 11, 
1960), and agree with your aim and 
purpose behind it, I must neverthe- 
less disagree with your judgment 
regarding the emergency resolution 
passed at the Louisville convention. 

It really seemed to many of us 
that the convention leaders had not 
yet gotten the point of the Portland 
resolution enough to want to pre- 
vent our colored brethren from em- 
barrassment in being refused ac- 
commodations in convention cities. 
When, for example, the Brown 
Hotel was listed for convention 
housing, all delegates, regardless of 
color, should have been able to as- 
sume that they would be able to 
receive accommodations. 

It would not be unreasonable to 
expect the convention officers to 
provide all of the delegates with the 
kind of information requested in the 
emergency resolution at Louisville 
in the advance publicity. Then our 
colored brethren would have no rea- 
son to feel that we were not trying 
to play fair with them. Also, by 
doing this in advance, much less 
turmoil would result when the dele- 
gates arrived in the city. ... 

As one of the white delegates 
with a deep concern for Christian 
love and actions between peoples of 
all colors, I therefore feel that the 
emergency resolution did, in fact, 
get us farther along in Christian 
race relations, even if it did offend 
some of the more reluctant dele- 
gates.—WAYNE KINION, Fremont, 
Michigan. 


Our Own Sin 


Editor, The Christian: 


Why were we wrong in our ac- 
tion at Louisville on the resolution 
of Negro delegate discrimination 
(The Christian, December 11, 1960) ? 
We were wrong because we as a 
convention took on a self-righteous 
attitude in the resolution, which im- 
plied that while we had “come 
clean” on the matter of race rela- 
tions, the host city had not. 

We as individuals, congregations, 
and a brotherhood, need to confess 
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—Alexander Campbell 


our own sin in this matter. We 
were judging without recognizing 
the mote in our own eye. If we 
acknowledged our own shortcoming, 
the resolution could have said the 
same thing without carrying the 
note of condemnation, and perhaps 
been an agent of reconciliation. 

Our moral insensitivity expressed 
itself in another phrase which ex- 
pressed apology to our Negro breth- 
ren. If we were truly one in Christ, 
the suffering endured by any part 
of the body would be our common 
suffering. (1 Corinthians 12:26.) 

The sin of Louisville is our own 
sin. The suffering of the Negro 
delegates should be our own suf- 
fering.—Davip T. Kaciwapa, Indio, 
California. 


Correction on Schools 
Editor, The Christian: 


In the November 6th issue of The 
Christian, on page 11, there was a 
news item regarding the contro- 
versy over released-time instruction 
here in Dunkirk. 

In fairness to Mr. Thomas E. Har- 
ney, our superintendent of schools, 
I want to say that the news report 
is entirely wrong in saying that he 
“defied an earlier state order to 
discontinue released-time religious 
instruction on school property.” It 
is also entirely misleading to say 
that “Mr. Harney said he would con- 
tinue released-time classes, but as 
‘Character and ethical guidance’ 
periods rather than as courses in 
specific religions.” The “Bulletin” 
which read, “Thomas E. Harney, su- 
perintendent of schools here, said 
that released-time privileges for 
Protestant and Roman Catholic stu- 
dents in Dunkirk Junior-Senior High 
School will continue despite an or- 
der from the State Education De- 
partment that school property no 
longer be used for religious educa- 
tion,” is also entirely wrong. 

Mr. Harney, in reply to requests 
from the local Council of Churches, 
the Catholic Priests, and two 
churches who handle their own re- 
leased-time program, provided class- 
room space for us to teach “charac- 
ter and ethical guidance” courses 
on school property. A complaint 
was filed by the local Unitarian 
minister. Immediately upon receiv- 
ing the ruling from the State De- 
partment of Education all ministers 
and priests were notified that no 
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Letters... 


religion could be taught on school 
property. Mr. Harney then asked 
the state department for a ruling 
on the Hi-Y and Tri-Hi-Y prrograms 
and was informed that they too 
were unlawful. He immediately 
complied with the rulings. 

Some of us feel that the elimina- 
tion of the Hi-Y and Tri-Hi-Y from 
the High School is most unfortu- 
nate. Some of us also feel that 
something is wrong with a law that 
will permit a science teacher to re- 
fer to Christianity and faith in God 
as pure superstition and to the Bi- 
ble as “bunk” and yet will not per- 
mit one to say that God is the 
Creator and Sustainer of this uni- 
verse because the latter in saying 
this would be teaching religion! 
Perhaps the McCollum case should 
be reviewed.—DAvip W. CONE, Dun- 
kirk, N. Y. 


Appreciation From Rabbi 
Editor, The Christian: 


May I express my deep apprecia- 
tion for the article entitled “Gifts” 
by Elizabeth H. Emerson (The Chris- 
tian, Dec. 11, 1960), Miss Emerson 
brilliantly recounted the gifts of 
personal enrichment that derived 
from her willingness to engage in 
life experiences with individuals of 
divergent faith, racial and ethnic 
background. 

It is my conviction that the Lord 
speaks to man through other hu- 
man beings. When we set up arti- 
ficial barriers between men, in ef- 
fect we cut ourselves off from an 
opportunity to know the Creator in 
a fuller and more significant sense. 
Miss Emerson well demonstrated 
that our pride and glory in our hu- 
manity is enhanced by the breadth 
of understanding that comes from 
such intergroup experience. 

Thank you for this thoughtful 
word in your magazine.—RABBI AR- 
THUR GILBERT, New York, N. Y. 


Juliette Low 


Editor, The Christian: 


Mrs. Chester Martin, a member of 
our Regional Committee, has sent 
me a copy of the October 23 issue 
of The Christian. The article, “Why 
Juliette Low Sold Her Pearls,” is 
excellent, and we are so appreciative 
of your including it in this issue of 
The Christian.—GRACE MAXWELL, 
Girl Scouts of the United States of 
America, Atlanta, Ga. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


What Pastors Expect 
(Continued from page 8.) 


VI. MISCELLANEOUS SUGGESTIONS. 
Here is your chance to expound 
and explode. 


Not many did ‘explode’ but 
here are a few interesting sug- 
gestions. 


(x) “I like the man who hon- 
estly disagrees. This is 
stimulating and enriches 


both.” 

(x) “I would like my folks to 
read, not comics and 
sports, but fine books. 


Every church should have 
a ‘Read a Book a Month 
Club.’ ” 

“T believe ministers do not 
use laymen enough. They 
don’t have enough confi- 
dence in them. Even if 
they do less well, let them 
do it. That’s the way they 
learn and become valuable. 
I never attended one single 
meeting of our $200,000 
building campaign and it 
went over big!” 


(x) 


“TI wish I had men who would 
volunteer for projects, saying, ‘I 
can reach a different group and 
relieve you.’ ” 

“T wish lay folks would oc- 
casionally suggest sermon topics.” 

“Fraternal organizations are 
good but we need to capture the 
loyalty and organizational drive 
of these for the church.” 

“Our elders should be more 
concerned about their conduct of 
the Lord’s Supper. Their prayers 
should center on the com- 
munion table, be fresh each Sun- 
day and spoken to be heard.” 

“Members should be sensitive 
to what is said about their 
church. Words spread quicker 
than fire. Ready response may 
bring them under control. Re- 
port to the pastor and share 
with him. Make him feel that 
you are on his team to play the 
game with him.” 

“My people seem allergic to 
State and National Conventions. 
I covet the loyalty they show to 
service clubs and fraternal or- 
ganizations. They go to Japan 
and Paris for these conventions 
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but not to Louisville for our Dis- 
ciple gathering.” 

“It would be heaven for a 
preacher to have two-way chan- 
nels of communication between 
himself and his lay folks.” 


IN CONCLUSION 


One letter calls my attention to 
a book What Are You Doing? 
by our Dr. G. Curtis Jones, in 
which the author tells the thrill- 
ing stories of more than 40 lay- 
men, reporters, writers, bankers, 
a steel worker, a rancher. “We 
see these people practicing their 
religion at work, at play, at time 
of trial.’ All of our pastors would 
hope that we lay folks should 
extol the Master in our daily 
living. 

A pastor writes of the wide 
gap in the basic thinking of the 
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laity and the clergy. While he 
knows the importance of the 
“practical services” he says “but 
I do believe that underlying all 
of these, the basic contribution 
that consecrated lay people can 
make would be in deeper under- 
standing of the basis of Christian 
faith.” Here is undoubtedly the 
source of our weakness and our 
most urgent need. 

Another pastor sort of wraps 
up what most are saying, “All 
real Christians are ministers—a 
few of us are professionals, most 
are amateurs. What a joy it is 
when lay people come to feel 
toward the work of the Church 
‘this is my mission,’ when they 
say of it ‘we’ and not ‘they.’ In 
short when like their Master they 
come to serve rather than to be 
served.” 


Do you 
acai 
Blessing 
Boxes? 


Here is a means of expressing gratitude for blessings and 
Christian concern for all people. This attractive light-blue 
permanent-type plastic offering container, with slot in top and 
removable bottom, is imprinted on two sides with dark blue. 
93A733N, 25 cents each. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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EVANGELISM 


send your 
order today 


They Went Forth Two by Two 


prepared under the direction of Dawson C. Bryan. 


A chart booklet for laymen for use in con- 


nection with visitation evangelism program. 10C570 $ .35 


The Broken Wall 


by Markus Barth. 
10B400 $3.50 10B467 $2.00 paper 


A study book for evangelism concentrated principally on biblical theology. 


Evangelism in a Changing America 


by Jesse M. Bader. 


Bethany Press Book 


A penetrating evaluation of evangelism today; its progress and its goal. 
Outlines concrete programs for winning children, youth and adults to God. 


10E254 $3.00 A 


With the Holy Spirit and with Fire 


by Samuel M. Shoemaker. 


An impassioned appeal for a new awareness and experience of the 


power and presence of the Holy Spirit to bring about the awakening needed in the church today. 


10W503 $2.50 


Man to Man 


by Arthur C. Archibald. Ten sermons on visitation evangelism underscoring one of the greatest 


needs in contemporary Christianity. 10M361 $1.75 


New Life in the Church 


by Robert A. Raines. . an unusually useful 
book—very frank, terribly necessary in this time 
of lax and nominal church membership, together 
with methods which the author has used in his 
own church.’ ION249 $3.00 


Group Dynamics in Evangelism 


by Paul M. Miller. A guide for fellowship 


groups to evangelize unsaved persons. 10G623 
$3.50 


Evangelism for Teen-agers 


by Howard W. Ellis. How the high school 
teen-ager can win other youth for the church. 
10E283 $1.00 paper 


The Gospel on Campus 


by Charles $. McCoy and Neely D. McCarter. 
Rediscovering evangelism in the academic com- 
munity. 10G535 $1.50 paper 


The Gracious Calling of the Lord 


THE DYNAMICS OF EVANGELISM by Robert 
John Versteeg. 10G607 $2.50 


Steps to Salvation 


THE EVANGELISTIC MESSAGE OF JONATHAN 
EDWARDS by John H. Gerstner. 108721 $3.95 


CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION 


Box 179 


St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Ways to Win 


METHODS OF EVANGELISM FOR THE LOCAL 
CHURCH by W. E. Grindstaff. 10W384 $2.75 


The Whole Gospel for the Whole 
World 


by Alan Walker. How evangelism must com- 
bine both the personal and social witness to 
provide the answers to problems in a rapidly 
changing world. 10W387 $2.00 


A Year of Evangelism in the Local 
Church 


edited by Gordon Pratt Baker and Edward Fer- 
guson, Jr. A practical manual on evangelism 
for the local church. 10Y238 $1.50 paper 


Politics and Evangelism 


by Philippe Maury. A practical guide on evan- 
gelism in the political area. 10P615 $2.95 


Paul’s Message and Mission 

by William Baird. A vital study of the New 
Testament based on the writings and incidents 
in the life of the great evangelist, Paul. 10P639 
$3.00 


Conversion 
by E. Stanley Jones. A comprehensive exam- 
ination of conversion and how it works wonders 


in human lives. Cloth 10C723 $3.25 Paper 
10€724 $1.95 








